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REFLECTIONS ON THE CONGRESS 


N an industry which it has become fashionable to criticise 
as being embarrassed with organisations and having 
too many voices, the Building Industries National Council 
fulfils a useful purpose. Its function is to provide a forum 
for the discussion of matters of common interest to all 
sections of the industry. It fulfilled that function admir- 
ably last week by staging a Congress at the Central Hall, 
Westminster. Readers will find a full report of the pro- 
ceedings elsewhere in this issue. 


Second thoughts suggest that the manner of the. Govern- 
ment spokesmen was more impressive than the matter of 
their speeches. There was a spell-binding technique which 
called forth- generous applause, but on sober reflection it 
does not appear that the practical difficulties facing the 
industry, particularly during the next twelve months, are 
realistically appreciated. Demobilisation is to be speeded 
up, but the principle of age-plus-service must not be de- 
parted from. Hence'there is likely to be more bustle 
than order, more appearance of activity than hope for 
early building. 

The housing programme was uppermost in the minds 
of most speakers. That is natural. We do not to-day 
hear the expression “Homes for Heroes” as we did after 
the last war, but there is a real appreciation of the need for 
improving the conditions under which so many of our 
people live. The destruction of property by bombing and 
“V” weapons is now over and there is less need for 


| a policy of “roofs over our heads at any price” which 


resulted in the Portal house. The temporary house 
programme is therefore to be severely curtailed. There 
remains, however, a need for more houses than this country 
has ever before been called upon to provide, and the con- 
tribution of all agencies will be required to meet this need. 
The Government’s intention to rely almost exclusively 
upon local authorities and, if not to place obstacles in 
the way of private enterprise, at least to offer no 
inducement to this method of providing houses, is difficult 
for the ordinary man in the industry to appreciate. In 
total war we do not rely solely upon the Government 
Ordnance Factories but mobilise private enterprise to aug- 
ment our munitions production. There is an equally press- 
ing need to mobilise the whole resources of the building 
industry to-day to build the millions of houses that are 
urgently required. 

The military metaphor dies hard, The late Prime 
Minister regarded housing as a military evolution ; the pre- 
sent Government talks of setting targets for the provision 
of houses in different parts of the country. We may even 
see the sporting metaphor employed and Leagues and 
Divisions established ‘to compete in friendly rivalry to 
meet the housing requirements. 
this, but in our military evolutions we did not rely entirely 
upon the local defence volunteers, no matter how en- 
thusiastic these amateurs might have been. And insport the 


various clubs do not rely upon players chosen at random ; 
they buy the best talent that theycanafford. Do not let us 


We do not find fault with _ 


be less business-like in our approach to the most trying 
problem of our time. 

One of the most promising speeches ¥ was made by Mr. 
Lewis Silkin, Minister of Town and Country Planning. 
When in charge of developments for the L.C.C., said Mr. 
Silkin, he had taken the view that all development was 
good until it was proved to be otherwise. In other words, 
he did not clap the icy hand of control upon development 
proposals for any single area merely because they were 
in advance of more general proposals for a wider area. 
It is to be hoped that the same principle will be followed 
by Mr. Silkin’s Ministry. The whole question of redistribu- 
tion of industry, the prevention of sprawl of our already 
too large towns, the building of new towns, the provision 
of better transport, the development of roads and railways, 
is too big to be solved in its entirety before the first brick is 
laid. Development must take place piecemeal. It will be 
the function of the planning authorities to see that the 
pieces conform to approved principles and this can be done 
now without waiting to determine exactly how the various 
pieces will fit in to the large jigsaw puzzle of nation-wide 
planning. Mr. Silkin’s approach to this matter appeared 
to be one of realism resulting from considerable experience. 

It was a happy thought to invite the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to open the Congress. The Archbishop’s racy 
but reasoned address will be remembered by all who 
heard it. The creative function of the industry—often 
overlooked by those who are most closely associated with 
it—he presented in a light which revealed the necessity for 
the closest collaboration between all participants, from 


the designer to the labourer. He united architecture with 


building and lifted the whole to its proper spiritual plane. © 

Two years have elapsed since the Building Industries 
National Council arranged a similar Congress. Is this 
period not too long? And is it not a mistake to crowd into 
two days a discussion that would justify a much larger 
allocation of time? We would suggest to the organising 
Committee that they consider the possibility of arranging 
less ambitious conferences at more frequent intervals. 
There were so many “big guns” at last week’s Congress 
that many excellent speeches were crowded out in the 
reports that reached the daily Press. This is unfortunate. 
One of the purposes of such a Congress is surely to secure 
a measure of publicity which will inform public opinion. 
Public opinion is in need of more regular information. 

One last reflection. Is the Building Industries National 
Council as fully representative of all interests in the building 
industry as-it might be? Stated in another way, Is there 
room for the many organisations representing minutely 
sectionalised interests, many of which are not sufficiently 
large-minded to become part of such a broadly-based or- 
ganisation as B.I.N.C.? The buildmg industry is a highly 
individualistic industry, but there is a danger of disin- 
tegration in the multiplicity of professional institutions and 
trade organisations. A house divided against itself cannot 
stand. This should be nowhere more — than in the 
building industry. . 
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NOTES AND. NEWS 


Advisory Committee for London Planning. 
A CONFERENCE, convened by the Minister 
of Town and apeseg Planning (Mr. 
Silkin), was called on October 26 for the 
purpose of setting up an Advisory Com- 
mittee for London Regional Planning. 
Twenty-three Joint Planning Committees 
of the area covered by the Greater London 
Plan prepared by Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
were present, with representatives of the 
eight County Councils involved in the 
area and of the London County Council, 
and the City of London Corporation. _ 

The Minister spoke of the great and im- 
portant task confronting the authorities, 
of the necessity for its ‘comprehensive 
treatment by a co-ordinating body, and 
of the necessity for making rapid progress 
in agreeing on a plan for the Region. The 
suggestions put forward by the Minister 
were cordially received, and the conference 
unanimously decided that the authorities 
concerned should be invited to appoint an 
Advisory Committee with the following 
terms of reference :— 

‘* To co-ordinate the éxamination of the 
outline plan prepared by Professor Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie for the outer area of 
the Greater London Region; and to arrive 
at an agreed outline plan for submission 
to the Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning with a view to its serving, with the 
Minister’s approval, as a broad directive 
to the Planning Authorities, and to the 
Authorities responsible for the control of 
interim development within the area 
affected.”’ The Advisory Committee aims 
to submit to him the agreed outline plan. 
by June 30, 1946. Mr. Clement Davies, 

.C., M.P., is Chairman both of the 
Advisory Committee and of a_ small 
body set up to consider the question of 
permanent regional machinery. 


National Buildings Record. 

Tue 4th annual report of the National 
Buildings Record shows that considerable 
increase in the use.of the Record’s collec- 
tions by Government 2 eR institu- 
tions and private individuals. The Court- 
auld Institute of Art has handed over, on 
indefinite loan, its collection of approxi- 
mately 100,000 photographs of English 
. architecture from the Conway. Library. 
Field work has been reduced to two areas 
(funds for this purpose having been ex- 
pended).. Mr. E. T. Long has been -com- 
pleting East Anglia and Miss Molly Blom- 
field has done a good part of Essex. The 
report states that the future constitution of 
the Record has not yet been decided, but 
the Treasury has promised its full support 
for another year. 


Foundations and Sub-Structure. 

Tue Codes of Practice Committee have 
issued for comment the draft Code LI, 
Boundations and Sub-structure (CP/B. 
491), prepared by a committee convened 
by. the Sstilatinn of Civil Engineers. 

is is an interim code for houses, flats 
and schools of not more than two storeys, 
and will eventually be replaced by a com- 
plete code for all types of buildings. 

The code deals with site exploration, the 
determination of bearing capacities and 
suitable depths for foundations, the selec- 
tion and design of the appropriate type of 
foundation, and the execution of the work 
on site up to the damp-proof course. It 
includes a typical classification of soils and 
working bearing pressures. Particulars of 
the unconfined compression test, and of 
loading test for assessing the suitability of 
loosely compacted non-cohesive soils in 
respect..ofj. tpvo-storeyed dwellings and 
schools, are given in an appendix to the 
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An Exhibition of Sketches. 

An exhibition of members’ sketches is 
now. on view at the Architectural Associa- 
tion. The sketches are varied in*subject 
and medium. ‘It should be remembered 


‘that most of the exhibitors are training as 


architects, and these sketches have been 
made as a pastime. Also it would be 
unjust to compare senior members’ work 
with that of juniors or students; the 
former are in their late middle period, and 
the latter in their early period. Amongst 
the “‘old boys’ (late period) is P. J. 
Westwood, who shows ‘‘ Cotswold Farm ”’ 
(No. 53). Mr. Westwood. has eliminated 
all unnecessary detail, and so gives the 
broad impression and characteristics of 
Cotswold building. The..same. comment 
applies to his ‘‘ Dorchester, Oxon ”’ (No, 
42). E. B. Musman (middle period), in 
No. 48, ‘‘ Ramsgate’’ (reproduced), has 
an-ink and wash: drawing, a‘difficult ‘view 
well shown, with shipping in the ‘har- 
bour, but the shadows of the balustraded 
parapet wall appear to be out of perspec- 
tive and lumpy and out of character with 
the general delicacy of the drawing. His 
second drawing, No. 51, ‘‘ Ramsgate Har- 
bour,”’ is also pleasing, with its simple 


COMING EVENTS 


‘ Monday, November 12. 

MINISTRY , OF RKS. Demonstration of Power- 
Driven Hand Tools. (Open till November 17.) 
Wood-street, Cardiff. 

CHARTERED Surveyors’ Institution. Mr. E. B. 
Gillett delivers Presidential Address. 12, Great 
George-street, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

InstiTuTE oF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. Conference. 
Speakers: Sir Patrick Abercrombie and Mr. 
vores Williams-Ellis. Waldorf Hotel, W.C.2, 

p.m. 





Tuesday, November 13. 

CuaDwick Trust. Mr. F. C. Vokes delivers 
Bossom Gift Lecture on “The Modern System 
of Sewage Disposal.” 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, S.W.1. 30 p.m. 

InstiTUTION .oF CiviL Enaryeers. Mr. R. 
Nicholas on “ Highway Planning with Special 
Reference to Traffic Capacities.” Great George- 
street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

_R.LB.A. Sir Leonard Woolley on “ Preserva- 
tion of Historical Architecture in the War 
Zones.” 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 14. 

R.S.A...Mr. A. C. Hartley on “ Operation 
Pluto.” John Adam-street,.Adelphi. 1.45 p.m. 
(sandwich lunch,'1 p.m.). 

Institute oF Weipinc. Mr. H. V. Mill on 
** Welded Construction and the Drawing Office.”’ 
Enfield Technical. College,’ Ponders End. 
7.30 p.m. (refreshments, 7 p.m.). 

Friday, November. 16. 

INSTITUTION. OF. MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. Sir 
Edward Appleton on ‘The Scientist im War 
Time.” Storey’s-gate, §.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday, November 17. | 

Ecctesio.ocican Society. Mr. W. A. Forsyth on 
“Salisbury Cathedral.” St. Martin’s School of 
Art, W.€.2. 3 p.m. , ; 
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“and well-proportioned building in the 


centre. 0. 655, ‘‘ Oast Houses,” by 
Julian Leathart (middle period) is a 
pleasing and well-chosen view, vigorously 
drawn; it has a good sky and is pleasant 
in the sunlight and long shadows, but 
somewhat monotonous in colour, green and 
ellow dominating. No. 38, ‘‘ Cornish 
‘arm,’’ by Rowland Pierce, is clean in 
colour, direct and unlaboured in execution. 
No. 41, ‘‘ Officers’ Quarters, Broadwell,” 
by R. H. Sims, is an interior, no doubt 
an honest representation of how our 
officers ‘‘ roughed it.” No. 21, ‘‘ Piano 
Tuner,” by I. C. Baker, is a fantastic 
pen drawing reminiscent of Beardsley. 
No. 23, a bird study by Peter Shepheard, 
is a good, highly finished drawing, decora- 
tive in treatment. No. 9, ‘ Portrait,” by 
J. Brandon Jones, has its good points, 
-but lacks perspective, or, in other words, 
if is all on one plane. No. 22, ‘‘ Figure 
tudy, India,’”’ by. A. G. Savill, is a good, 
free figure study, lightly washed in 
colour. No. 59, ‘‘Book Jackets,’ by 
George Mansell, has “first-class lettering, 
well spaced and pleasing-to see. Many 
other exhibits are well worth mentioning, 
but space prohibits. A good number of 
interesting photographs are also included 
in the exhibition, which closes on 
November 23. 


Films in Technical Education. . 

Tue value of the film as an aid to techni- 
cal education was well demonstrated last 
week when a sound-film was shown of the 
method of erection of the ‘‘ Arcon ”? Mark 
V temporary house. [For nearly 30 
minutes a large audience watched with in- 
terest- what was in effect a full-scale game 
of meccano, beginning with the arrival of 
the first lorry carrying the steelwork to the 
final act of distempering and painting the 
completed house. To the technical man 
the film was of great interest in.showing 
the high degree of prefabrication 
achieved in this house, the highly ingenious 
manner in which the pre-built components 
fit into their respective positions and the 
remarkably low number of man-hours (107) 
in which a trained team can erect this 
Mark V house on prepared foundations. 
The film was produced for the managing 
contractors, Messrs. Taylor Woodrow*Con- 
struction, Ltd., who are responsible for 
demonstrating the method of erection to 
the contractors who are putting up 25,000 
** Arcon ”’ houses in various parts of the 
country. 


Protection by Law of National 

Monuments. 

A PAMPHLET dealing with the ‘‘ Protec- 
tion by Law of National Monuments and 
National Buildings ’’ has been issued by 
the Georgian Society- (4, Hobart-place, 
S.W.1., 2s-). 


. British Building Stones. 


4s SMALL display of photographs and rock 
specimens, illustrating the main British 
building stones, their. distributon and their 
uses, was opened in the ‘entrance hall of 
52, St. James’s-square, on Wednesday, and 
will remain on view until Saturday, 
December 8. 


Professional Announcements. 

Carr. L. C. Lomas, R.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
having been released from the Forces, has 
taken up the appointment of County Archi- 
tect, Worcestershire County Council, 60, 
The Tything, Worcester, where he would 
be glad. to receive trade catalogues. 

Mr. D. E. Morrison, B.A.(Arch.)Hons., 
A.R.1.B.A., is now in private practice, and 
his offices are temporarily at 3a, Heathway- 
court, Finchley-road, N.W.3 (Telephone : 
Speedwell 1996). He will be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues, particularly in 
connection with housing. 
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Mr. F. H.- Crosstey, A.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed Chief Architect to the 
Derbyshire County Council. 

Mr. Rotanp Burrows, K.C., has. been 
appointed Chairman of the County of 
London Planning (Morris) Committee, set 
up to take charge of the planning of 
licensed premises in the London area. 

Fiicut/Lizutr. Epwarp Donati, 
A.R.I.B.A., on being released from the 
Forces, has resumed practice at 13, The 
Parade, Minehead (Tel. 804). “He has 
been appointed architect for the Williton 
R.D.C. post-war housing scheme and will 
be glad to receive trade catalogues. 

Mr. Louis ve Sorssons, A.R.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., will open his London office at 
21, St. John’s Wood Park, N.W.8, on 
November 12. 

Mr. Harorp P. Powett, F.S.I., char- 
tered quantity surveyor, has resumed 
practice at 25, Ship-street, Brighton, 1, 
and would like to receive trade catalogues 
and,.if possible, up-to-date price-lists. 


From The Builder of 1845. . 


Saturday, November 8, 1845. 

Tue chairman [of the R.I.B.A., Mr. 
Tite] said . . . the principal difficulty, as 
they were aware, was to obtain papers 
and induce discussion—a difficulty, how- 
ever, which was not confined to them, but 
was found in all the societies. . . . It was 
desirable for men to rid. themselves of 
mauvaise honte and afford others the bene- 
fit of their experience. . . . Mr. Trotman 
then read a very able paper on the 
economical application of Gothic architec- 
ture to°modern domestic pury:oses. 


From the Architectural Association Exhibition. 
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RELEASE FROM THE FORCES 
ARCHITECTS AND ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANTS. 


Ar a recent conference between repre- 


‘sentatives of the Ministry of Works, the 


Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
the Ministry of Health, the R.I.B.A., the 
Architectural Association and the Associa- 
tion of Building Technicians, the following 
information was given in relation to the: 
Government’s. new plans  ffor the 
accelerated release of men and women 
serving in the Forces. ; 
(a) The Government have agreed to in- 

crease the number of architectural assist- 
ants’ releases under Class B in the period 
ending June, 1946, to a target figure of 
3,500. These will be ‘‘ bloc’’ releases— 
i.e., the men will be identified from the 
Service Records of pre-enlistment occupa- 
tion and will be selected for the offer of 


‘Class B in order of age and service. 


(b). Men included in ‘bloc ’”’ releases 
under Class B will be required to under- 
take employment as assistants and will be 
directed to specific posts, although in prac- 
tice they will usually be allowed to choose 
from. two or three appointments carefully 
selected in relation to their previous train- 
ing and experience. 

(c) Employers, both public bodies and 
architects in private practice, who desire 
to employ assistants drawn from the 
‘*bloc.’”’ release pool must apply to the 
Central (Technical and Scientific) Register 
of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, stating their requirements. _ 

(d) Architects on service who wish to 
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return to private practice and not take 
salaried appointments will not normally 
be included in the ‘“‘ bloc ” releases under 
Class B. Those desiring to make indi- 
vidual applications for release to resume 
or take up private practice will be re- 
quired to produce evidence that there is 
work awaiting them which falls within the 
definition laid down in the Government’s 
White Paper, namely, housing or similar 
work of urgent national importance. Appli- 
cations for release under this head must be 
submitted to the Ministry of Works, who 
may consult the professional institutions 
concerned and, if satisfied of the reason- 
ableness of the application, will recommend 
the Ministry of Labour and National Ser- 
vice to grant release. 

(e) The scheme does not at present 
apply to students who wish to return to 
full‘time study at Schools of Architecture. 
A certain number of architectural students 
have been released under the _ recent 
scheme for the demobilisation of 3,000 
arts students at Universities in age and 
service groups 1 to 49, and the question 
of, the release of other architectural 
students is at present under consideration, 

(f) A man released under the “bloc ”’ 
scheme who is directed to a post can be 
dismissed by his employer subject to the 
approval of the National Service Officer, 
and subject. to a similar approval he would 
be free to leave the post to which he was 
directed and take another approved archi- 
tectural appointment. 

(g) In addition to the ‘‘ bloc’ releases 
described above, employers may still apply 
for the release of individual employees 
serving in the Forces, but it must be 
realised that the numbers will be strictly 
limited. ’ 

(h) Individualg who are applied for by 
their previous employers are not boun 
to accept releasé in order to take up the 
employment offered, but may _ instead 
accept release under. the ‘‘bloc’’ release 
scheme if they are selected, or await their 
normal turn for release in Class A. 

(i) The improved conditions relating to 
demobilisation. under Class B_ have ‘been 
fully described in . recent . Government 
announcements. Briefly, these are,:that 
men released in .this..class will receive 
their war gratuity, post-war credit: and 
overseas service payment. as soon as 
possible after release, and they will be free 
from special control at the time when.they 
would have been- released if they’ had 
waited for their normal turn in’ Class A, 
subject to control for a minimum ‘period 
of six months from the date of their 
release. 


Note.—Individuals who are applied for 
by their previous employers are advised to 
agree matters of salary, and other condi- 
tions of employment before accepting 
release under Class B. . 


COMPETITION NEWS 
House’ Furnishing Designs. 

Six pares of £100 are announced by the 
Central Institute of Art and Design for the 
best designs ef articles for the kitchen, 
phy room, bedroom, nursery, ‘bathroom 
and lavatory, or as general household equip- 
ment. ‘There are second and third prizes 
of £40 and £20 in each section and ;108 
merit awards of £5, or £1,500 in all. The 
Institute wants new designs for things at 
present in use or new ideas altogether: En- 
trants must be-under 30 es of age. The 
judges. are Messrs, G. E. Crowe, :T;: A. 
Fennemore, G. Grey Wornum, F.RA.BiA., 
F..R.-Yerbury, .Mrs.. Grace Lovat. Fraser 
ahd Sir Charles Tennyson, Conditiony. are 
obtainable free from the Central Institute, 


_c/o the National Gallery, W.C.2, and de- 


RAMSGATE. From a Watercolour Drawing’ by ‘E.’B. Musman, F.R.1.B:A. 


signs must be sent in by March 31 next. 
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THE REDEVELOPMENT 
OF GRAVESEND 


AN OFFICIAL SCHEME. 


GRAVESEND IS SITUATED ON A SPUR OF THE 
North Downs, about 160 ft. in height, 
that reaches the south bank of the Thames 
Estuary, The Southern Railway runs in a 
cutting through the centre of the town 
rather more than a quarter of a mile from 
the river frontage, and a feature of the re- 
development plan which has been prepared 
is that a stretch of this cutting east of the 
station would be covered in, thus giving 
. unified scheme north and south of the 
ine. . 

The present radial pattern of the road 
system résults in considerable congestion 
at the centre,-and to remedy this it is 
proposed to provide a ring road around this 
area in accordance with present” practice 
in design; it would largely coincide with 
existing streets where the property is below 
modern standards of accommodation, Buses 
and other heavy traffic would be excluded 
from the area within the ring, which is less 
than half a mile in diameter. Inside the 
ring the town is divided into six sections, 
each provided with a car park.. Within 
the ring on the side towards the river a 
bus station is provided, and the railway 
station is approached from the western 
section of the ring road. 

A number of people cross the river every 
day to Tilbury, and as the present ferry 
service is liable to be suspended in adverse 
weather it is proposed to provide a pedes- 
trian tunnel, with lifts at either end. It 
is intended to improve the river frontage 
generally, and towards the east extensive 

ublic gardens are planned. In redesign- 
ing the road and car park layout, the need 
for a more systematic provision for com- 
mercial buildings has been considered; it 
is difficult to estimate exactly the require- 
ments for these, as while Gravesend 
already serves a considerable area, the 
eee satellite town at Meopham, four 
miles to the south, may affect the position 
in this respect. Owing to the attraction 
of its river front, it is possible that Graves- 
end would demand increased facilities for 
shopping and entertainment. 


BUILDER 
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SUGGESTED APPROACH TO THE CITY HALL. 


Two areas, are allocated to industry, 
on the river frontages east and. west of the 
centre; on the east for marine transport 
and statutory undertakings, on the west 
wharfage, warehousing and light indus- 
tries. Larger craft can berth to the west 
than at the east, and 60 per cent. of the 
town’s supplies are landed here. On the 
east is the basin of the Medway Canal, to 
which access roads are proposed. 

The construction of modern houses to 
the south of the borough is expected to con- 
tinue, encouraging movement from the 
obsolescent’ ones in the town centre, and 
for this reason the programme visualises 
fairly comprehensive clearances in favour 
of commercial and recreative developments, 
and a few areas reserved for flats and 
groups of cottage homes, with social centres 
and some provision for the retired or elderly 
people, who would not be too distant 
from the haunts which they are normally 
accustomed to frequent. 


It is felt that Gravesend is a town of 
matty opportunities, particularly ‘in re- 
spect of its river front, which provides. a 
means of recreation unrivalled in the 
Thames Estuary, and justifies the ex- 
tension of the existing promenade to a 
length of half a mile without detriment 
to the commercial ‘and industrial life of 
the town. Thus this front would reach from 
the canal basin, on the east, to the town 
pier, on the west, with an outlook on 
the largest. concentration of shipping in” 
the world. The Customs House, pilotage, 
tug and salvage interests would remain 
close to the river, and do not conflict with 
the continuity of the Promenade, which 
is linked up at one end with the main 
recreation centre. 

The scheme has been on exhibition to 
the public, as it is recognised that jt would 
involve a cansiderable- expenditure which 
could not be undertaken without strong 
popular support.. For this reason, namely, 


VIEW OF THE WATER FRONT FROM THE. NORTH. 
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that the cost of all proposals is of the first 
importance to the ratepayer and taxpayer 
who has to meet it, the plan is offered in 
its draft stage for criticism on the question 
of general principles before taking up the 
question of cost. In taking this course it 
is pointed out that it is not intended to be 
worked out in a limited number of years, 
but rather to form the framework within 
which new works and development will 
fit and be subject to revision as the 
future reveals greater knowledge and 
opportunities in town reconstruction. 
Even with this qualification the scheme 
seems to go rather further than it need 
have done in its divergence from all that 
exists within the area selected, and perhaps 
not quite far enough in reconciling this 
with the areas in the town immediately 
surrounding it, for which nothing has been 
suggested. Especially towards the west 
and south the plan breaks off abruptly, 
though it would obviously have repercus- 
sions in these quarters, where the town 
extends a substantial distance beyond the 
area selected. It may be that considera- 
tion has been given to these quarters, but 
this is not indicated, and the scheme as 
shown jg left in the air in these directions. 
Undoubtedly the area selected is that 
most in need of reconstruction, but never- 
theless some indication of its relationship 
to the remainder of the town is essential 
to a fair appreciation of its validity. The 
planning of the ring road is, in particular, 
affected by that of the radial routes bring- 
ing in traffic from the surrounding dis- 
tricts, while to the west, if going only 
as far as the old Rosherville-gardens, lies 
an area that clearly demands consideration. 
The plan is the work of Mr. George E. 
Hill, B.A., A.M.Inst.M, & Cy.E., in con- 
junction with Mr. Maurice Fuller and 


Mr. ‘Douglas H. E. Hockley. UH. V. L. 
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DISTRICT HEATING 
ADVANTAGES AND COST. 


SpeaKING at a lunch-time meeting of the 
Town and Country Planning Association, 
held at 28, King-street, Covent Garden, 
W.C.2, on Thursday, October 25, on the 
subject of ‘‘ Town Planning and District 
Heating,’ Mr. Donatp V.:H. Smiru said 
that, briefly, District Heating meant the 
supply of heat by steam or hot water on 
tap from a main supply from a central 
station. Such a method would obviate the 
necessity for individual central heating 
plants in public buildings, factories and 
homes and would also do away with the 
need for individual open fires in every 
room with a boiler of some kind for hot 
water. In short, a large central heating 
station would supply. hot water and 
warmth just as a gas works supplied gas, 
or a power station electricity. 

The many advantages of district heat- 
ing included fuel saving, abolition of a 
good deal of smoke from the atmosphere 
and a very great lessening of the house- 
wife’s labour. In previous times the deter- 
mining factor in heating the family home 
had been the plentiful supply of cheap 
coal, and this, of course, meant that a good 
deal of waste took place. In view of our 
present dwindling coal resources and the 
consequent need to economise, district 
heating provided an economic way of 
heating both the family home and the 
public building or factory. 

Nowadays it was impossible to obtain 
enough coal to keep a house really warm, 
so that there was room for coal, gas and 
electricity as well as district heating in 
the ordinary home. People who preferred 
open fireplaces, as he did himself, could 
still have one in their sitting-room, but 
it meant. that less coal would be used, 
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because the backgrouna heat would be 
greater. The blessing of. constant hot 
water, too, could be enjoyed in summer 
as in winter. 

The lecturer quoted figures to prove 
that in places where district heating had 
been laid on from a supply station the 
cost was very little per house or flat and 
was more than offset by the advantages 
of a warm, dry home. He said the main 
reasons for his recommendations were 
based on sheer logic and_ ultimate 
economy. Although for the first year it 
might appear more expensive in running 
costs, if properly designed district heat- 
ing could (allowing for maintenance 
repairs and interest on capital) prove much 
cheaper than any other method. The cost 
of installing district heating in an actual 
new scheme of 700 flats with a communal 
laundry had worked out at 4s. 1d. per 
week for a four-roomed flat, and the 
resultant economy in other fuel had 
meant no greater expense to the tenant. 
One housing estate in Scotland had been 
supplied with district heating, and over 
a period of 20 years the average cost, in- 
cluding all fuel, labour and “maintenance, 
had been 3s, 34d. per week per house. 
The only supplementary fuel used had 
been 18-25 cwt. per year of coal. 


District Heating for the City. 

At the Common Council of the City Cor- 
poration, held last week, the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee was in- 
structed to report on the practicability of 
including in the rebuilding plans a scheme 
for district heating. This would involve 
the erection of generating stationy to meet 
central heating and domestic hot-water 
requirements. 
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THIS BUILDING, COMPLETED SHORTLY BEFORE THE 
outbreak of the recent war, occupies the site of the 
old School of Anatomy, close to Downing College. 
It is approached from Tennis Court-lane. Its five- 
storeyed part .accommodates lecture rooms. and 
research laboratories, while dissecting rooms and 
locker rooms are placed in a single-storey portion. 


The dissecting department is placed on the lower 
ground floor, the dissecting room being an extension 
from the main building and lit with north-light roof 
glazing. The lecture theatre occupies part of the 
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ground- and lower-ground floors. The museum is on 
the first floor, together with a group of research 
rooms. . Embryology and histology are on the first 
floor, comparative anatomy on the second, and the 
animal department on the third. This last is planned 
with an open internal courtyard at roof level. 

Construction AND Exterior FinisH.—The building 
is steel-framed, with brick infilling. This is for the 
most part of 14}-in. cavity construction, faced with 
multi-coloured russet bricks. Service pipes, conduits 
and heating risers are contained in ducts within a 
6}-in. cavity, access to the services being gained 
through covers in the walls. The floors and partitions 
are of hollow tile. The flat roofs are covered with 
insulating tiles. Metal windows are fitted with 
aluminium cills. 

Internally, floors are finished as follows: In the 
departments of comparative anatomy, embryology 
and histology, and in the research rooms—rubber 
terrazzo; in the library, museum and on the landings 
—cork; in the dissecting rooms—terrazzo squares; 
and in the animal department—quarry tiles. 

As for equipment, in the principal departments 
each student is provided with a fitting containing a 
sink, and points for- gas, water and light. In the 
comparative anatomy department the services are 

‘ accommodated horizontally in the backs of the rows 


| 
| 


Right: THE MAIN ENTRANCE. 
Below: THE NORTH-EAST CORNER. 





of fittings, descending to the floor 
at the end of each row. The lec- 
turer’s equipment in the theatre 
includes three groups of three 
vertically sliding blackboards, 
arrangements and screens for film 
and lantern projectors and fgr an 
epidiascope. Heating is by panels 
of low-temperature piping in the 
ceilings. Doors are flush. The 
stairs are of terrazzo. Walls are 
finished in hard plaster with egg- 
shell finish painting. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. Rattee & Kett,.Ltd., of 
Cambridge. Among the sub-con- 
tractors were: roof, ‘‘Valcotherm” 
tiles; rubber’ terrazzo, North 
British Rubber Co., Ltd.; panel 
heating, Richard Crittall & Co., 
Ltd.; plumbing, Dent & Hellyer, 
Ltd.; and metalwork, the Broms- 
grove Guild, Ltd. 


THE SCHOOL OF ANATOMY, 
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 


STANLEY HALL & EASTON AND 
ROBERTSON, FF.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who wilt 
oblige us if they will express their views ae briefly 
as possible.) 


The Building Congress. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

_ Str,—As Chairman of the second Build- 
ing Congress organised by the Building 
Industries National Council, I would like 
to seek the hospitality of your columns to 
enable me to convey, on behalf of my 
Council and personally, our grateful appre- 
ciation of the time and trouble taken by so 
many who journeyed to London to attend 
the two Congress Sessions. 

In these days of difficulties of travel and 
accommodation the Congress organisers 
appreciated to the full the support given 
by such widely diversified sections of the 
industry, and our thanks are due to them 
all for an enthusiasm which helped to make 
the Congress-.a’ success. 

My Council is also appreciative of the 
fact that, without the willing and friendly 
assistance of the technical Press, informa- 
tion with regard to the Congress would 
have been withheld from many. 

May I take this opportunity, Sir, to 
tender 5 op mega thanks for the support 
rendered to my Council through your 
Journal? 

Howarp Rosertson, 
President, B.I.N.C. 
11, Weymouth-street, W.1. 


Public Architectural Appointments. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 
Smr,—The Secretary of the I.A.A. & 8. 


says that when public authorities restrict 
candidates for architectural appointments 
to members of the R.I.B:A. it is as if 
they stipulated that their medical officer 
of health should be a Guy’s or a Bart.’s 
man. The analogy would be more accu- 
rate if those authorities had stipulated 
that their architects must be graduates of 
particular schools of architecture. 

As it is, they merely insist that their 
architects must not only be registered 
(they couldn’t be architects -if they were 
net), but that, like their medical officer 
of health, they should have passed a 
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qualifying examination ; excepting a tiny 
minority, this implies that they should be 
Associates or Fellows of the R.I.B.A. 

The A.R.C.U.K. itself imposes the 
same examination test on all new entrants 
to the profession. 

It may be retorted that the I.A.A. & 8S. 
also holds a qualifying examination 
(which, however, is not a qualification for 
registration), but dare it be disclosed 
what proportion of the ‘‘ Incorporated 
architects ’’ have passed it? 

An OrriciaL ARCHITECT. 


The New Lidice. 

Sre Parrick ABERCROMBIE contributes a 
foreword to a booklet issued by the Czecho- 
slovak-British Friendship Club which con- 
tains proposals for a new Lidice as a 
model mining community in the future. 
The redevelopment scheme, prepared by 
Mr. E. Sternberk, is proposed on a site 
adjacent to the village against which the 
Nazis, in June, 1942, perpetrated the 
crime that will never be forgotten. The 
booklet is obtainable from 27, Palace- 
court, W.2. 
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THE PREPARATION OF SITES 


FOR HOUSING SCHEMES 
By RAGLAN SQUIRE, F.R.I.B.A. 


3.—THE ForMATION or RoaDs AND 
FoorpaTus. 


THe whole question of roads is tied up 
with administrative problems. In the case 
of private enterprise housing, roads have 
to be built to such a standard as the 
local authority will agree to accept and, 
in municipal building, roads are built to 
an actual specification provided by the 
local authority. Thus it will be seen that 
the local authority have complete control 
over the standards that are required. This 
is all as it should be. Unfortunately, how- 
ever—as in so many other phases of build- 
ing activity—this control is exercised by 
the use of a tight and detailed road speci- 
fication, rather than by a statement of 
the performance standards to which any 
such road should adhere. 

The implications of this’specification are 
obvious. Instead of merely stating that a 
road should stand up to such and such a 
performance, leaving it to the initiative 
and enterprise of the builder or contractor 
to produce a road complying with such 
standards -in the most efficient and 
economical manner possible, a tight and 
expensive specification is laid down. 
This specification may add a considerable 
amount to the cost of each house without 
leaving any room whatsoever for improve- 
ments in method and technique. 

At’ present a specification for a solid, 
reinforced concrete road of high grade 
concrete ig almost standard throughout the 
country, and yet this form of construc- 
tion is a very costly affair. What about 
the new science of Soil Stabilisation’? 
What about 4 inches or 5 inches of 
rough concrete with a wearing coat of a 
bituminous or similar nature to ease over 
the cracks and thus save-all the elaborate 
steel reinforcement? And what about box- 
grouted, chalk roads, and even the old. 
waterbound macadam roads, in parts of 
the country where the local topography 
is suitable? 

The essential question is, Are any such 
expedients possible under the present 
form of specification? And the answer 13 
that—although there are, of course, excep- 
tions—as a rule, they are not. Yet every 
available technique should be given a 
chance to prove itself if the present emer- 
gency ig ever to be resolved, and if pro- 
gress is to be permanently realised. 

As to curbs and footpaths; the precast 
concrete curb was becoming more and 
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more standard practice before the war, 
and, although it certainly provides a nice 
neat edge to a road, it is expensive and 
not always necessary. Precast paving 
slabs are, again, a luxury, and a little 
bit of cement mixed in with the existing 
soil and a bit of imported ballast ma 
give just as good a result at less than half 
the cost. 

Whatever method is finally adopted for 
the formation of the roads and footpaths, 
it is becoming more and more apparent 
that man-power alone will never be avail- 
able in sufficient quantities to carry out 
the vast amount of site-preparation work 
that will be required within the next ten 
years. And so mechanical aids of some 
form or another will have to be con- 
sistently called upon to eke out the slender 
labour force available. 


Now it has always been imagined that 
earth-moving and road-making plant con- 
sisted of such large and expensive items 
that they must be beyond the pockets of 
the medium- and small-sized builders. It 
is true that up till recently this has been 
the case, but there are already one or two 
enterprising firms turning out small, handy 
and inexpensive plant, and these are 
probably only forerunners of much more 
specialised machines which may be 
expected within the next few years. 


Some Recent Plant. 

In order to illustrate the sort of machines 
in mind, four photographs* are reproduced 
with this article, and following are brief 
descriptions of their uses :— 

Photograph No. 1 shows a very small 
version of the bulldozer which has been 
christened a ‘‘ calfdozer.’”” The machine 
can be fitted with a 4 ft. 6 in. power- 
operated blade and will be extremely useful 
on turf-stripping, levelling, filling in 
trenches, etc.,on any medium-sized housing 
site. é 

Photograph No. 2 shows a small rotary 
hoe that can be used behind a Fordson 
tractor. This machine is invaluable for 
use on soil stabilisation, projects for the 
preliminary pounding up of the earth, and 
for the mixing in of soil and cement or 
other stabiliser in the required quantities. 
On the right of the picture can be seen 


* Photographs Nos, 1 and 4 kindly lent by) 
Messrs. Aveling-Barford, Grantham, and Nos. 
2 and 3 by Messrs. Soil Mechanics. 
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FIG. 1. 


another Fordson tractor fitted with a 
grading blade; this machine is extremely 
useful on small road works for grading 
finished surfaces, and .its. cost when 
attached to a Fordson tractor is negligible 
as compared with the large-sized auto- 
patrol usually used these days. 
Photograph No. 3 shows a sheepsfoot 
roller, again for use in soil stabilisation for 
compacting the soil from the bottom up- 
wards. This method produces a far denser 
compaction than rolling with an ordinary 
smooth roller, which would only be used 
to finish off the surface. It is also designed 
for use behind a Fordson, so that the 
whole procedure of stabilisation can be 
carried through without employing any 
more expensive power unit than this 
sturdy little rubber-tyred tractor. 
Photograph No. 4 shows a modern small- 
size trencher. It should not, strictly, be 
included with this series, as it is not used 
for ‘‘road formation.’? However, it is 
included as being of interest in comparison 
with the large self-propelled: trenchers, 
which are all that have been available until 
quite recently. This trencher will dig 
trenches from 11 in. to 18 in. wide down to 


3 ft. 6 in. deep,-at a rate of up to 400 ft. 
an hour, according to the soil, and it will 
be found invaluable in a _ small-sized 
housing scheme for cutting trenches for 
water, gas, electricity, drainage, etc. 


(To be continued) 
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THE BUILDING CONGRESS 


Tue second Building Congress was 
held at the Central Hall, Westminster, 
§.W.1, on October 30 and 31. Organ- 
ised by the Building Industries 
National Council with the object of 
enabling those in. both official and 
private positions to discuss the prob- 
lems facing the building group of 
professions and industries, the Con- 
gress atiracted an attendance of some 
1,200. The various branches of the 
building industry were strongly repre- 
sented, on the operatives’ as well as 
the employers’ side, spokesmen 
attended on behalf of a large number 
of the ancillary trades, and local 
authorities in many parts of. the 
country had sent delegates. Mr. 
Howarp M. Rosertson (the President 
of the Building Industries National 
Council) was in the chair. In his 
introductory remarks he said: “‘ We 
see in process of formation a Govern- 
ment policy which is to place on the 
shoulders of local authorities the main 
burden of providing houses, if not for 
all classes of the community, at least 
for those in the lower income group. 
We have invited here for this Congress 
representatives of many local authori- 
ties, for the purpose of examining to- 
gether in broad outline how best the 
building industry can assist in carry- 
ing out the Government’s policy. Our 
clear duty as an industry is to assist 
and not to obstruct. 

“My Council reflects all facets of 
the building industry to an extent not 
realised in any other organisation in 
the industry. It adheres to its con- 
stant policy of desiring effective con- 
tact with the Government of the day. 
It. desires the frank interchange of 
opinion which alone will enable the 
industry to respond ‘effectively to the 
national demand. The Government 
has a policy for housing. Upon the 
building industry falls the task of 
translating this policy into terms of 
buildings. The resources of the 
industry and the demands made upon 
it must, however, bear a balanced rela- 
tionship, and this can only be adjusted 
by the closest contact and co-opera- 
tion.” 


CONFERENCE OPENED BY THE 
ARCHBISHOP 


The Congress was formally opened 
by the ArcHBisHop oF CANTERBURY, 
who, in the course of an eloquent 
address, said :— 

“‘T would say that you of the build- 
ing industries are, of all men, perhaps 
the happiest in these difficult days, for 
you have a clear object, the knowledge 
of how you can get to it, and the 
knowledge that the well-being of 
society, and, much more than that, 
the spiritual well-being of men and 
women, depends upon the way you 
tackle and carry through your task. 

“You have the joy of physical crea- 
tion. In doing that creative work you 
know that you are meeting an urgent 
social need that itis impossible to 
exaggerate. -It is not only houses but 


towns and cities that you have to pro- 
vide in the coming years—towns and 
cities fitted to meet modern social 
needs, so that industry and residence, 
movement, and so forth, can be 
adapted to the real needs of man. 

“Make houses comfortable and 
labour-saving, but, above all, make 
them the kind of homes in which indi- 
viduals can develop their personalities 
and families can ‘find themselves. 
Homes, not houses; not towns, but 
neighbourhoods. One of the ghastliest 
things done between the wars was the 
building of estates for five, ten or 
fifteen thousand people without any 
provision for their community life. 
Build for the whole man, so that he 
and his family find not just a box to 
live in, but a neighbourhood to live 
with. Build for beauty, or, if that is 
putting it too high, build for comeli- 
ness and simple dignity.” 


LABOUR AND MATERIALS 

The first session was devoted to a 
discussion on the supply of labour and 
materials for post-war building. A 
speech by Mr. G. A. Isaacs (Minister 
of Labour and National Service) was 
read in his absence by Mr. Ness 
Edwards, M.P., Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry. The Minister 
wrote :— 

‘‘ The first of the many problems with 
which the Industry is faced is the 
restoration of its labour force. As you 
know, the Government had worked out 
plane for a great — of the build- 
ng labour force which were published 
in the White Paper in 1943. These plans 
are now coming into operation and in- 
evitably they must take time to make 
their full effect felt. All told the men 
in the industry at the gary, | of 
October. probably numbered at least 
660,000, an increase ofi 90,000 since June. 
But this was only a beginning, and we 
were still a long way short of what was 
necessary. So far as. the building and 
civil ip Ny industry is concerned, 
by next June its labour force should have 
reached something like 1,100,000. 

“Clearly there would be a big defi- 


MR. HOWARD ROBERTSON, F.R.I.B.A., 
President, B.I.N.C.,. and Chairman 
of Congress. ¢ 
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ciency in the numbers of craftsmen, and 
it is on craftsmen that the quantity and 
quality of production depends, To make 
good this deficiency calls for special 
measures, and I have been very mucb 
pleased to see the enthusiasm with 
which the materwe | Apprenticeship and 
Training Council have worked out an 
apprenticeship scheme designed to 
attract the right lads. A well-conducted 
apprenticeship scheme supervised by 
employers and Unions with a full sense 
of responsibility is’ absolutely essential 
if the best type of youth is to be attracted 
to find its career in the industry. 


The Vocational Training Scheme. 

“You are probably all aware (the text 
of the speech continued) of the training 
scheme that has been agreed with the 
industry. The initial training under the 
Government’s Vocational Training 
Scheme will last six months and will be 

iven in Government Training Centres. 

his will be supplemented by a subse- 
quent further period of fourteen months’ 
training with the employer. Eleven 
Training Centres are now in operation 
and, at intervals over the next year, we 
shall open many others. By shouk the 
middle of next year we expect to have 
accommodation for 15,000-20,000 trainees. 
Training will be given in the seven main 
and in several subsidiary building crafts 
and a number of civil engineering trades. 
No trainee will be placed in the industry 
until he has completed satisfactorily a 
‘“‘ passing-out ” test of a standard agreed 
with the industry’s experts. 

“You will expect me to say something 
about Labour Controls. This is a thorny: 
subject, but you know that we are wit 
you in wishing to get rid of them as soon 
as we can. All the same there is a great 
and vital job to be done and the provision 
of homes for our people is no less im- 
portant than winning the war. If we are 
to succeed we must have order and we 
must see that all our resources are 
applied to where they are needed most. 


Building Materials Industries. 

“The industries producing these 
materials have their own problems of 
labour shortage. The building materials 
industries generally have high priority, 
they have figured, as you will have seen, 
in our publicity campaigns, and they have 
special arrangements for the return of 
their former workers from other indus- 
tries and from the Forces under Class B. 
These measures have had some success, 
but there are still heavy outstanding de- 
mands for labour and they are not easy 
to fill. It is quite likely that some build- 
ing materials industries do not offer the 
same attractions as other industries, par- 
ticularly those which have come into pro- 
minence during the war. We cannot force 
men into industries into which they will 
not go of their own free will, and I must 
look, therefore, to these industries, both 
the employers and the trade unions, to 
consider seriously what they can do to 
attract workers. 

“Let me here just make a passing re- 
ference to the safety of building workers. 
There will be an influx of large numbers 
of workers with little or no practical ex- 
perience of building work, and it is most 
imperative to emphasise the importance 
of more comprehensive legislative pro- 
tection. 

“In my view, neither the urgency of 
building -work nor the shortage of 
materials should be regarded as any 
justification for unnecessarily endanger- 
ing the lives and limbs of the building 
workers—on the contrary if workers are 
to be attracted into the industry, it is im- 
portant that they should feel that they 
will have the protection of a comprehen- 
sive and up-to-date code of safety regula- 
tions. 

“In conclusion, let me remind you, if 
you need to be reminded, that the housing 
problem and all our building needs can- 
not be met merely by increasing the num- 
ber of men in the industry. So far as I 
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am concerned with building labour, I 
am determined to do all I can, but all of 
us must use our heads as well as our 
hands and give the best of which we are 
capable. 

_ “The provision of homes for our people 
is a great cause and the strongest pos- 
sible motive for good work. If we make 
it our aim, and it is apparent to all that 
it is so, I am sure that we shall not fail 
and that between us we can overcome the 
difficulties that lie ahead.” 


DISCUSSION. 


The discussion was opened by Mr. 
J. W. STEPHENSON, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives and Vice-Chairman of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. He said that there was little 
evidence in the industry that the prob- 
lem of man-power was being ee 
as “a military operation.” ttention 
must be given to the question of release. 
Men were sick to death of wasting time 
in camps and barracks when they felt 
that they could do useful work in the in- 
dustry in which they had been trained. 
Men in war industries were also very 
troubled at the delay which was being 
occasioned in securing their release. 

“We are most anxious that men should 
be brought into the industry in a 
peered way,” said Mr. Stephenson. “A 

alanced personnel is essential. We say 
to the Ministry that whatever has been 
done is not sufficient for our purposes. 
We want more energy put into the re- 
lease of. these men so that we can make 
a start with building.” 

Sir R. MatcoLm Stewart (President of 
the National Council of Building Material 
Producers) said that the clear-cut objec- 
tive of the‘ provision of homes at the 
lowest cost compatible with sound con- 
struction, must be pursued even if some 
sacrifice were involved. Political partisan- 
ship, profit-making and all extraneous 
considerations must be subordinated to 
the ‘determination to regain .our effi- 
ciency, without which no effective help 
could be given to the national building 
programme. The continuance of war- 
time controls and restrictions placed an 
obligation on the Government to remove 
those which were proving a hindrance to 
efficiency. 

Since house building was the most 
urgent of national. necessities, after the 
provision for defence, he would venture to 
urge the Minister of Health to recon- 
Sider some aspects of his strategy. What 
caused the greatest anxiety was the delay 
in securing conditions making possible a 
return to efficiency. No return td effi- 
ciency could be secured until contractors 
and producers alike obtained an accele- 
rated releasé of building operatives and 
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workers from the Forces. Surely their 
brothers-in-arms would approve their 
speedier release to hasten the provision of 
homes for those returning later? 

“IT warn the Minister of Works,” said 
the speaker, “that unless releases can 
be accelerated and requisitioned works 
and offices more speedily vacated, a most 
critical. position will arise in some 
months, when a stronger demand starts 
to be supplied. There will be a shortage 
of essential building materials as exist- 
ing stocks are depleted. Care and main- 
tenance schemes will not restore requi- 
sitioned works, spasmodic de-requisition- 
ing will prove inadequate. An urgent 
need is the freeing first of those works or 
sections of works which are essential to 
the speedy increase of fuller production, 
so as to secure efficiency, even if this is 
but localised. The contractor may have 
tojrim his profits, but it is futile to think 
that he can effectively lower his prices 
until the operatives co-operate to do a 
fair day’s work. Let generous rates of 
pay be given and good conditions of 
work be provided, but these must be 
agreed in return for effective results 
securing over all efficiency. 

“House building should not be en- 
visagéd as the sole-objective. If unem- 
ployment of some grades of building 
operatives, of craftsmen and- of workers 
is to be avoided, it becomes essential to 
proceed simultaneously with a degree of 
diversified construction. — 

“T trust the Minister of Health may yet 
take the view that it is only through co- 
operation with all parties who are experi- 
enced contributors to building construc- 
tion that success can be achieved. This 
will not be forthcoming unless confidence 
is shown in private enterprise, and it is 
harnessed to State direction and assist- 
ance.” 

Str Dupitey Pryke, Bt. (President of 
the Building Industries Distributors) said 
that the productive capacity behind the 
housing achievement between the wars 
was fully capable of stepping up supplies 
to a standard of 500,000 houses a year. 
This was still the case—subject. to release 
from war contracts, release of premises 
and works, labour and materials. 

Mr. RicHarp Coprock (Chairman, 
General Purposes Committee, Building 
Industries National Council) made a 
vigorous appeal for more consideration to 
be given to the welfare of the personnel 
of the industry. He said: ‘‘ Let us see 
that. they are treated as human. beings 
and not as loads of bricks, to be tipped 
anywhere.”’ 

Viscount Davrpson (President of the 
Engineering Industries Association) said 
that the engineering industry could, as 
a junior partner, help the building in- 
dustry in solving the immense problem 
with which it was faced. 

Mr. JoHN: Larne stressed the value of 
the personal touch between employers 
and employees and the importance of 
goodwill between all sections of the 
building industry. 


PLANNING POLICY 

Mr. Lewis Sirx1n (Minister of Town 
and Country Planning) opened : the 
afternoon session, at which the subject 
for discussion was town and country 
planning policy and the distribution of 
industry in relation to the forthcoming 
national building effort. 


Town and country planning, said the 
Minister, was not a fad or a luxury, but 
a vital. part of. the: national economy, 
since it Meant. so ordering the use of.our 
shrinking land resources as to reconcile 
the needs. of agriculture and. all the 
various forms of.. development.’. The 
building industry might well have looked 
upon it on.occasions. with. suspicion .as 
something which held the possibility of 
hampering them in their discussions. 
Among their difficulties was the fact that, 
since planning was permissive only, it 
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was not uniformly spied throughout the 
country, and the authorities varied from 
each other in the way they administered 
control. Again, control was negative 
rather than positive—authorities refused 
permission for bad development, but 
tended not to regard it as their duty to 
encourage good development or to help 
developers to find suitable sites. - During 
the war the whole conception of town and 
country planning had undergone a radi- 
cal change. The Government, by settin 
up a sepeeets Ministry of Town an 
Country Planning, i ar recognition to its 
new character and importance. The 
Town and Country Planning (Interim 
Development) Act of 1943 made the whole 
country subject to planning, strengthened 
the powers of control, and gave the 
Minister the right to intervene more 
freély.. The Town and Country Planning 
Act of 1944 set up the machinery for 
carrying into effect the redevelopment 

lans which many war-damaged cities 

ad been preparing. It also provided 
various powers of acquisition and control, 
one of which might be worth a special 
mention: as being of particular interest 
to developers. Where a planning author- 
ity refused permission for development 
on a certain site, and where the developer 
could not obtain any suitable alternative 
land, the authority might, when the de- 
velopment was required in the public in- 
terest, acquire a site suitable for the pur- 
pose and make it available to him. That 
power represented an important step in 
the transition to positive planning and he 
hoped that authorities would make good 
use of it. One of the hindrances in the 
way of effective plannivg control had 
been the problem of Compensation and 
Betterment. The Uthwatt Report made 
an important contribution towards a solu- 
tion, and the Government. would be intro- 
ducing a Bill to deal with it during the 
present ‘session. Legislation would also 
be needed in connection with’ satellite 
towns, national parks and footpaths, and 
with access to mountains, and while they 
must take their place. in the queue for 
parliamentary time, he was hopeful that 
it would: not be long delayed. He had 
also in mind that there should eventually 
be a consolidating measure so that the 
whole law on Town.and Country Plan- 
ning should be available in a compact 
form for the mahy interests who were 
concerned with it. 

The country was about to embark on 2 
tremendous building programme. They 
must ensure that such a great. national 
investment in bricks and mortar yielded 
the highest possible. return in human 
happiness. 














Qe 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr. Henry Brappock, A.R.I.B.A., said 
that planning could be used for evil as 
well as for good. He sometimes felt that 
they approached . planning, phere 
naturally, from the wrong end. It began 
with an attempt to deal with slum areas 
and had spread to towns and larger areas 
or regions, but he still felt that there was 
a lack of relationship between those areas 
and in his view there might be a difficulty 
in setting up an agreed form of legisla- 
tion to achieve the aims of the planner. 
He felt sure that there was a case for a 
wide planning picture on a national basis, 
developed further on a regional basis, and 
further still on a local basis. 

Mr. THomas SHarp (President of the 
Town Planning Institute) said that a 
matter which seemed to him to be abso- 
lutely vital and the most urgent of all 
tasks, except housing itself, was the re- 
construction of war-damaged areas. It 
was a matter which had been widely dis- 
cussed, on which High hopes had been 
built, and which, in a sense, was sym- 
bolic. There had seemed an inspiring 
opportunity of creating something fine 
and new on the ruins of the past. The 
plans that had been made had aroused 
widespread interest, yet it now looked as 
if once again they were to remain mere 
plans because of a single administrative 
difficulty. ‘He referred, of course,-to the 
difficulty of rebuilding payments under 
the War Damage Acts. He was not.in the 
least an expert on these Acts, but as a 
planner he did know that plans for 
sensibly rebuilding blitzed cities seemed 
to stand no chance whatever of material- 
ising unless a solution of the present diffi- 
culty was somehow found. As they were 
aware, the Cost of Works payment was 
converted to Value payment if a building 
was not re-erected on its old site. Value 
payment was only about half that of Cost 
of Works under present ‘conditions, but 
in any replanning worthy of the name, in 
our blitzed cities, a great many owners 
could not be allowed to rebuild on their 
old sites; If they were allowed to do so 
any chance of nage replanning would 
be completely lost. The present pattern 
of ownership in old cities was fantastic 
and chaotic, inefficient even forprivate 
purposes, It would be beyond the wit of 
any planner to build ne eee 
@ national city on such a background, 
and reallocation of building sites was in- 
escapable in central city reconstruction. 
That would be a difficult enough opera- 
tion in any event and it was made quite 
impossible when resited owners were 
actually penalised for being moved. The 
matter was, in his view, most. pressingly 
urgent. ‘ 
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He had been very glad to hear the 
Minister’s reference to machinery which 
had been set up for co-ordinating the 


land demands of Government Depart-. 


ments. So far there seemed to be singu- 
larly little co-ordination or semblance of 
any kind of planning, in fact, service 
departments seemed to be making abso- 
lute nonsense of the effort. to produce 
a national plan. 





THE SECOND DAY 


Tue second day of the Congress was 
opened by the Mayor or WESTMINSTER 
(Councillor Douglas Wood, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.S.I.), who expressed the hope that it 
would be possible to evolve a national 
housing policy using all the available 
resources of the country and employ- 
ing all sections of the industry on equal 
terms. 

Introducing the Minister. of Health, 


‘ the PresmpEnT said that they all hoped 


that in his dealings with the industry 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan would use the 
machinery of the industry, remember- 
ing that the industry was an. invalid 
for the moment, but that the way to 
restore it to health was not to rely too 
much on patent medicines. 


MR. BEVAN’S ADDRESS 


The Mrntster, in his speech, said 
that this was the first opportunity he 


had had of meeting representatives of . 


the industry gathered together, He 
would be only too happy to use the 
machinery of the industry, as it would 
lighten hig burden very much if he 
could meet its representatives together 
rather than separately. 

Continuing, Mr. Bevan said: “ It must 
be obvious that the first claim ‘upon our 
building resources must be for the erec- 
tion of houses and factories. I know the 
industry is anxious to learn when other 
forms of building can be proceeded with: 
The answer-is that the sooner we solve 
the housing problem the sooner the in- 
dustry can tackle other forms of con- 
struction. It is easy to talk in terms’ of 
a building programme, but whenever you 
think in terms of programmes you have 
to think in terms of standards. Estimates 
vary, some say 4,000,000 houses, others 

000, Whether there are four, six, 
seven or eight millions, the fact is that 





a 
MR. GEORGE TOMLINSON, 
Minister of Works. 


November 9 1945 


there is a housing programme that will 
provide security of en for all 
agencies of building for many years 
ahead, The industry has, in short, a 
predictable future. 

“T am not suggesting that all other 
forms of building are to be arrested until 
we build four or five million houses. 
That would be unreasonable. All I am 
saying is that the first call is to meet the 
housing stringency. As soon as we have 
broken the back of the immediate hous- 
ing need, then more and more of the re- 
sources of the building industry can be 
diverted to other forms of construction. 
There would be no greater tragedy for 
this country than for millions of peceie 
for many years ahead to find it impossible 
to secure a decent home. In the lack of 
homes there is a mountain of misery 
before the British people, and there is no 
higher patriotic duty before the building 
industry than to build as many good 
homes as possible as quickly as possible. 


Costs and Output. 

“‘There is a good deal of criticism of 
the output of building workers, but there 
is this much to be said in extenuation, 
that many of the building teams are too 
ill-balanced to enable any proper estimate 
to be made on output. Low wages and low 
output spell industrial Me gree cay 
wages and low output spell industrial de- 
moralisation. What we have to look for 
in the building industry, as in all other 
industries, are high wages and high out- 
put. Employers must look for smaller 
margins of profit on more houses, rather 
than larger margins on fewer houses. 

“Tt has been meayened to me that the 
tenders we get are likely to go up, that, 
far from having reached a ceiling, we 
are on the floor. The. whole building 
programme depends upon a progressive 
reduction in a costs. At the end 
of the 1914-18 war the building. programme 
was ruined by high costs. Of course, 
there is the traditional point of view that 
because houses are in short supply and 
because there is a scarcity of building 
labour relative to need, and of materials, 
prices should rise. If we accept orthodox 
economics and the usual laws of supply 
and demand, the prices should rise.. But 
then you have not got an orthodox Govern- 
ment or an orthodox Minister of Health. 
If we allowed the normal principles of the 
laws of supply and demand to operate 
under existing circumstances, there would 
soon be inflation that would ruin all of 
us. It is consequently necessary to start 
in motion principles entirely different 
from those of orthodox economics. That 
is why the Government find it absolutely 
essential to retain controls. So long as 
there is scarcity, controls are necessary 
in order to secure that labour and 
materials go in the right directions to do 
the right things first. I deplore, there- 
fore, the propaganda which is consistently 
carried on in certain quarters against 
controls. Abolish them'and you have 
chaos. I believe that the co-operation 
of the small building contractor is essen- 
tial to the solution of the building pro- 
blem, but the small contractor will have 
a@ very meagre share of what is going un- 
less controls are relentlessly applied,” 


Traditional and Prefabricated. 

The Minister said he believed that the 
main. source of our houses must be in 
traditional types of building. .He had 
not yet been able to find an adequate sub- 
stitute for brick. At the same time, if 
the price of traditional building was too 
high, other forms of building crept in. 
So high had been the tenders for tradi- 
tional building in some parts of the 
country that other forms of building had 
already competed successfully in the 
tenders. If the cost of traditional build- 
ing were too high he would welcome and 
encourage other forms of building. 

Some forms of semi-prefabrication were 
of a type that the small building con- 
structor could use. What he was anxious 
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to find, however, was a system of semi- 
prefabrication of certain forms of steel 
framed and treated concrete buildings 
that the small contractor could use espe- 
cially in rural areas. A quick solution of 
the housing problem of the rural areas 
was as important as a quick solution of 
the problem in great cities. 

It had been suggested in a very reput- 
able journal in the last few weeks that 
one easy way of lowering building costs 
was by reducing housing standards. He 
was going to set his face against such a 
solution, which was a coward’s way out. 

“We are building houses for a very 
long time and I propoge to seek a solution 
of high prices in some effective form of 
control,” in proper costings of building 
materials and 
scientific building organisations.” 

Going on to discuss factory production 
of houses, Mr. Bevan said that he be- 
lieved there was a possibility of supple- 
menting and reinforcing, our traditional 
building in this way. The experience 
with the Portal house had been a lament- 
able one, but he was not disheartened; 
in fact, he regarded the failure as a chal- 
lenge. He believed that it would be 
possible to produce a house—and not 
merely a house but a home—completely in 
the factory which would reduce the 
labour and time of erection. That posi- 
tion had not by any means been reached 
yet. Even if a design and method of con- 


struction were secured, it would take a. 


long time to “tool-up” the factories 
before there was any output. We should 
still have to rely very largely upon the 
traditional type of building. 


Simplification of Licensing Procedure. - 


There was one source of vexation with 
which he sympathised. Building con- 
tractors as well as local authorities had 
complained that they had to go to too 
many agencies to get licences and certi- 
ficates. He hoped to devise, in the course 
of a few weeks, a clearing system in the 
regions by which the Ministry would 
itself clear all the certificates and licences 
necessary for building. But this could 
not be done unless there were co-opera- 
tion. There was certain information that 
the Ministry must have, otherwise they 
+ would be working in the dark. 

Discussing the difficulties arising out-of 
the shortage of labour and of technical 
staff, Mr. Bevan said: ‘I very much 
fear that we shall be faced with a critical 
situation in a few months’ time. We 
may, indeed, have building labour that 
we cannot use because the plans have not 
been made in time. I am doing all I can 
to get technical staff out of the Forces, 
and they are now being released in greater 
numbers.. I hope that in a very short 
time nearly all of them will be out. Fur- 
thermore, I have been informed that very 
large numbers of building workers under 
Class B are on the high seas and will soon 
be home. 

“As a general rule the building force 
of the country is distributed almost in 
direct proportion to building needs. Not 
very much direction is necessary. There 
will be special areas, blitzed areas in par- 
ticular, and development areas, where the 
force may have to be ‘ boosted.’ We want 
an even development of building so that 
men coming out of the Forces can attach 
themselves to the work that is going on 
nearest their own homes.” ‘ 

The Government would do all it could 
to deal with the difficulties. of building 
contractors in respect. of equipment. 
Efforts were being made to stimulate the 
production of components and attention 
was being given to industries in which 
there were special difficulties. 


- 


components and in. 
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gested that the Government were making 
an attack upon the building of houses for 
sale. Houses to sell would have their 
part later, when the Government had 
dealt with the provision: of houses for 
people who needed them most. He was 
not going to allow the building of luxury 
houses when some people had no shelter 
over their heads. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. E.-B. Gittert (President, C.S.I.) 
said it was to be hoped that output of 
houses would not be restricted to the 
local authorities’ programme, which b 
itself could not satisfy the public need. 
Recent past history proved that this pro- 
gramme provided only 20 per cent. of the 
total housing output, and it would be a 
tragedy if any source of supply was'to be 
neglected or discouraged now. Private 
enterprise as or geen by companies 
and builders, with or without the backing 
of building societies, and private owners 
of destroyed or partially destroyed houses 
should be given an opportunity to resume 
the important part which they had pre- 
viously taken in reinstating and provid- 
ing houses or blocks of flats. The small 
builders throughout the country repre- 
sent a vast pool of organising and techni- 
cal ability, which must not be wasted in 
these urgent times. They should not be 
denied the labour which they customarily 
controlled. 








HILLIA]LDAW 





The Minister concluded his address by ; 


saying that he was “ riding no ‘ ideologi- 
cal hobby-horse ’ ”’ in entrusting the local 


authorities with the major part of the 


housing programme. The reason was 
that they were the natural custodians of 
houses to let. He hoped that political 
prejudice would not be imported into this 
question by certain elements who sug- 
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“On behalf of the Institution I repre- 
sent, I can say that we strongly advocate 
a limit on the number of builders tender- 
ing and the selection of those most suit- 
ably equipped for a particular scheme. I 


“ean also say how much we welcome in 


the interests of fairer tendering, the re- 
cent decision of the Minister of Health 
to encourage the provision of bills of 
quantities for housing work in accordance 
with the new Code of Measurement for 
small dwelling houses.” 

Speaking of the issue of information to 
the public on costs, Mr. Gillett said that 
any figures published should be simple 
and beyond dispute. 


Local Authorities and Private Builders. © 


Mr. G. W. Bucuanan_ (President, 
N.F.B.T.E.) said that the Minister had 
made it clear that he would rely on local 
authorities for the supervision of the vast 
housing programme. This meant _co- 
operation between the contract builder 
and the local authority. There was, of 
course, hothing new in this for either of 
them. They had a long experience of 
working together; indeed, the great 
majority of the 1,000,000 municipal houses 
were built by contract builders who were 
ready once again to play their part. They 
would co-operate as fully in the future 
as in the past. 

He neuer there wopld be co-operation 
all round. We must all aim at the maxi- 
mum of co-operation and the minimum of 
recrimination. 

“There ate many of us concerned in 
housing—the Government, the local 
authority, the builder, the manufacturer 
of materials, the operatives, the profes- 
sions, and perhaps most important, the 
customer. It is so easy for any one of 
these to hit the headlines by criticisms of 
what they regard, and' what, indeed, may 
be, the shortcomings of some or all of the 
others. I would rather have houses than 
headlines. Recrimination means waste of 
time and dissipation of effort. There will; 
of course, be occasions on which the 
Minister or one of the other interests will 
feel compelled to go in for a little ad- 
monition in public. 

“I am very glad that the Minister has 
decided to be courageous and to resist the 
temptation of overloading the market, 
and I have no quarrel whatever with the 
Minister’s decision to reject, I won’t say 
high prices because they must be high at 
present, but unreasonable prices. can 
assure him that builders want only 
reasonable prices. - 

_“ The Minister must, I am sure, appre- 
ciate the difficulties of builders. If he 
himself is none too sure when the build- 
ing operatives will be demobilised or how 
many of them will return to their own 
work; if he does not know when there 
will be that balance between the various 
types of craftsmen and the labourers 
which is so essential to efficiency; or 
whether the-materials will always he on 
the job when they are wanted, he can 
hardly expect the builders to bé too con- 
fident in submitting prices. 

“‘T hope the Minister will soon let us 
have some figures about prices with an 
analysis of costs. They will, I am sure, 
have a steadying effect. 

**T would ask the Minister to consider 
an alteration in the policy indicated in a 
Ministry of alth circular which: was 
issued before he took over. In that cir- 
cular the lead given to local authorities 
is to place contracts with the builders who 
have the labour. I suggest that the empha- 
sis should be on builders with experience 
and organising capacity. They are well 
known to local authorities. fe 

“Excellent as -it is, I think the local 
authority machine is being given far too 
much to do. The job is so big that 
frankly I do not think the Minister will 
get his houses without the private 
builder. The Minister will be judged 
not by the Bo under which the houses 
are built but by numbers, cost and 
speed. 
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“The subject to-day is housing, but 
there is other work not only necessary in 
itself but necessary if those who provide 
certain materials and the craftsmen who 
use them are to be employed. There is, 
for instance, the danger of the stone in- 
dustry and the craft of stonemasons 
dying out unless more work for their 
trade is licensed.” ; 

Speaking of the materials outlook, Mr. 
Buchanan added: “I am afraid that 
next year the men may be here but not 
the materials, and I ask the Government 
to do everything possible to ensure a pro- 
per balance between the release of the 
operatives who produce __ building 
materials and equipment and those who 
build the houses. It is no good having 
one without the other.” 


The Building Societies’ Part. 

Mr. R. Bruce Wycnertey (Chairman of 
the Building Societies’ Association), 
speaking of speculative house build- 
ing and local authorities’ housing, said 
that there was definite evidence that a 


considerable mumber of people, as & 


matter of deliberate choice, preferred to j 


own their houses; and it was also felt 
that by diversifying the sources of supply 
there would be a better chance of bo 

the main sources working to effective 
capacity than if the work were under- 
taken by one of them. -‘ As building 
societies we appreciate that this is an 
emergency no less than do all who are 
associated with the problem, continued 
the speaker. ‘That is proved, I hope, 
by our views as to the priority which 
should be accorded the , provision of 
houses to let in the initial period, but 
also by the further fact that we inti- 
mated to the Government three years ago 
that we would be willing to provide funds 
in respect of such houses for letting, in 
so far as this may be necessary to supple- 
ment the local authorities’ programme. 

With the spirit of adaptability, they had 
shown, combined with the added safe- 
guards suggested in the “ House-Build- 
ing Charter” which had been agreed at 
a conference comprising representatives 
of the R.I.B.A., the Registered House- 
Builders and the Building Societies’ Asso- 
ciation, the societies felt that they had a 
reasoned foundation for their belief that 
they could make a worthy contribysion to 
the solution of the nation’s housing diffi- 
culties, and, in doing so, help in the in- 
culcation of those qualities of citizenship 
which were the ultimate aim of all our 
Governments. : 

Mr. RicHaRp Coppock said that there 
was no recovery in the industry. that could 
come from Westminster. Recovery had 
to come as a consequence of faith in 
themselves and a realisation of their 
tasks. A little more courage was needed 
in the handling of the problems. 

Speculating builders, although they 
could help considerably, would not solve 
the housing problem. ‘“‘I don’t mind 
them participating as long as they. play 
the game,” said Mr. Coppock. ‘ If any- 
one demoralised building trade workers 
it was speculating builders between the 
wars. They tried ‘to bully and bribe. 


ORGANISATION OF THE 
INDUSTRY 


Tue afternoon session was devoted to 
a discussion on the organisation of the 
building industries and_ their future 
‘relationships with Government Depart- 
ments. 

The first speaker was Mr. George 
Tomlinson (Minister,of Works), The 
subject presupposed two things, he 
said: an’ organised industry, and a 


relationship between that industry and , 


the various Government Departments. 
When he entered the Ministry of, 
Works he knew little about the build- 
ing industry, but he soon found that 
in common with the cotton industry, 
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with which he had previously been 
connected, it possessed a multiplicity 
of organisations which spoke on its 
behalf, and he considered that there 
was room in-the organisation of their. 
industry, particularly on the ‘em- 
ployers’ side, for getting more closely 
together. It might be that there were 
interests: which prevented that closer 
unity, but it seemed to him that if they 
were to take a leaf from the book of 
the operatives, who could speak with 
more or less one voice, it might be 
easier for his Ministry to know whom 
it should contact. It was clear that 
they had seen the necessity for 
organisation in their separate groups, 
and the closer those groups could be 
knit together the better it would be for 
the industry as a whole. 


When he came to look at the structure 
of the industry he found that it was, if 
anything, more individualistic than the 
industry with which ne had previousiy 
been connected. The very nature of the 
build-up of the building industry made 
it difficult, he thought, to treat it as it 
needed ‘to be treated in order to tackle suc- 
cessfully the colossal task with which the 
country was faced to-day. He thought 
the building industry had not, perhaps, 
been given sufficient credit for the job it 
had done during the war, and it was 
certainly not for him to suggest that 
there was anything gravely wrong with it. 
What he did want to suggest was that 
4 was the law of nature to advance or 

ie. 

It might be possible for them to employ 
improved methods of working,/and a 
greater use of small mechanical plant 
and tools. He would like to see a 
development in that direction, and he 
hoped to see some ay of the value of 
the -improvement that wert into the 
machine going also into the wellbeing 
and life of the worker who used it. He 
hoped that in the building industry, as 
in every other, those improvements 
which had been made in the direction 
of what was regarded as the welfare of 
the individual would not be lost, 
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Builders and Government. . 
In a reference to future relations of 
the industry with Government depart- 
ments, Mr. Tomlinson said that ‘the 
various ministries had all got a part to 
ag eres their points of view would have 
to taken into. consideration. In the 
new set-up the relationship with -local 
authorities had got to be considered 
more than it had been in the past. Every- 
body realised that the’time had come 
when town planning must be given its 
roper place. Their Chairman had 
oped that the Ministry of Works would 
be prepared to consult with the industry. 
When he went to the Ministry he found 
that ever since its inception there had 
been close working relations with the 
building industry as a whole. So far as 
he was concerned he had no intention 
of closing any doors, and the consylta- ' 
tion which had taken place up to now 
would be continued and any other 
avenue which promised good results 
would sivas be considered. He wanted 
such consultation to be real and not per- 
functory, therefore he asked not merely 
for advice but for close collaboration. 
Referring to the question of building 
apprentices he said he was deeply  in- 
terested in that matter, and he had been 
greatly pleased to see. that a system of 
sound training had been instituted under 
conditions which would tend to build 
up a high standard of craftsmanship 
and redound to the credit of the industry. 
Altogether he. believed there was a 
present need of 125,000 apprentices with a 
recruitment: of 25,000 a year. 


DISCUSSION. 

The discussion was spent by Mr. 
W. H. Forsprxe, P.P.I.0.B., chairman of 
the N.J.C., whose speech was read in his 
absence by Mr. Leslie Wallis, a past- 
president of the Building Industries 
National Council. 

The remarks of the Minister of ‘Works, 
he said, would have been of special in- 
terest to those who had had experience 
of the efforts of the building industry 
during the past six years. In the early 
part of the war they had earried on with 
the same contacts and procedure as in 

eacetime. The advent of the new 

inistry of Works led to much tighten- 
ing up of controls of many kinds. Some 
of them were approved by the industry; 
others were not. But the Ministry found 
a delightful way of Dy-peseing them. If 
the industry accepted a Ministry proposal 
it was announced as being.“ on the advice 


.of the industry.” If the industry violently 


objected, the proposal might sometimes 
be dropped, but often it was put into effect 
with the bland assurance that this was 
“‘ after consulting the industry.” 

As a result the leaders of the industry 
got a lot of blame—quite unfairly, he 
thought—for things they had neither sug- 
gested nor agreed to and which they had, 
in fact, opposed. They had put up with 
that sort of treatment during the war 
because, in spite of everything, the war 
had to be -won and therefore ‘the 
Government must have the best advice 
and assistance which the industry could 
give. Now that the war was finished— 
and the type of ‘secrecy that. the war re- 
quired—they must make it quite clear 
that the industry’s leaders intended to 
lead and would no longer accept blame 
for actions by the Ministry to which they 
had not agreed. 

There were two main questions before 
this session of the Congress, and he was 
closely concerned with both. One was 
the internal organisation of the ;building 
i he thought the 
pivotal relationship was that between the 
employers and the operatives. The other 
was the relationship of the industries with 
the Government. Dealing first with the 
internal organisation of the industry, he 
would put forward the thesis that their 
greatest danger at the present time was 
the kind of separatist attitude which 
exaggerated differences of view on minor 
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matters and led inevitably to chaos. The 
prime need, at such a time, was integra- 
tion of the industry. Yet new organisa- 
tions and sub-organisations—even un- 
official ‘‘ movements ’’—tended to spring 
up, each concentrating, for the most part, 
on securing temporary advantages for a 
particular category of ‘people, without 
any thought for the good of the industry 
as a whole. Surely it should be obvious 
that, in the trying conditions following 
the war, they should all sink or swim 
together. There could be no discrimina- 
tion between the building industry’s in- 
terests and those of the nation. They 
were One and the same, and in the long 
run there could be no prosperity for any 
section of the industry if the pitch was 
queered for the industry as a whole. 

His main plea, then, for the internal 
organisation of the industry was that the 
small sectional organisations should not 
give prominence to any sectional preju- 
dices but should rather concentrate upon 
finding a satisfactory way of joining up 
the main organisations. Conversely, the 
main organisations should adapt them- 
selves in order to cater more freely for 
all sections. 


Relations with Government. 

He now came to the second main ques- 
tion. He had already made some inci- 
dental comments on‘their relationship to 
the Government in war time. He would 
add one further comment, that it was not 
so much a matter of machinery and the 
labels given to the machinery—advisory 
committees, consultative councils and the 
like. The really important factor was the 
spirit which animated those who operated 
the machinery. They did not want ved 
more of the type of committees whic 
were merely ‘‘smoke-screens’’ for 
Ministers or Ministry officials. Nor any 
more examples of arrangements made by 


departments with small sectional bodies, 


endangered the general 
policy advised by the industry and 
adopted by the Government. So much 
depended on the attitude of mind in 
Whitehall. They quite understood that, 
when the responsibility rested with the 
Government, the last word must rest with 
the Ministers responsible. But there had 
been Ministers and officials who had 
“gone through the motions’”’ of con- 
sulting committees on a subject, when 
they had already set their machinery in 
motion before the industry had any 
inkling of their intentions. 


Local Authorities’ Part. 

In the circumstances of the next few 
years it was clear that a specially im- 
portant part in the machinery of Govern- 
ment departments would be played by 
local authorities. To their normal func- 
tions as sanctioning authorities and their 
extended interests as building owners 
there had been added responsibilities for 
equating the volume of building work 
with the local resources in labour and 
materials. It was of the utmost im- 
portance that there should be recognised 
means of regular consultation on such 
subjects between each local authority and 


which palpabl 


*the organised building industry in its 


area. 

Mr. Ernrgt Bevin, Foreign Secretary, 
was unable to attend the conference 
owing to pressure of work. He sent a 
message stating that the hold-up of build- 
ing for six years had created a situation 
that could turn out disastrously unless 
the whole industry was really ready to 
grapple with it. There did not seem to 
be the same drive and energy in the in- 
dustry itself that one had found in war 
time. 


Summing Up. 

A summing up of the work of the 
Congress was given by Mk. _ ALFRED 
Bossom, M.P., Patron of the National 
Council, who congratulated them on hav- 
ing done a very real public service. There 
was no more important issue before the 
country than that of the building in- 
dustry. If they did not do a good job 
they would be looked upon as a very poor 
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MR. A. C. BOSSOM, M.P., F.R.1.B.A., 
who summed up the Congress. 


set of people. He was not yet convinced 
that the Government fully realised that 
houses could not be built without the 
men. The Government had got to be im- 
pressed by the fact that mere speeches 
and White Papers had never yet put one 
brick upon another, and until they got 
the necessary manpower there was not 
very much that could be done. He thought 
an attempt was being made to make the 
building industry the football of politics. 
The housing problem was a national con- 
dition. It was a challenge to the nation, 
and he did not believe the houses they 
needed would be built if the industry 
was interfered with too much. On the 
question of manpower the speaker said 
there were about two million men in the 
Forces who were redundant, and of that 
number Se er oa | half a million 
were connected with the building trades 
in one way or another. There were also 
about 14,000 architects, surveyors and en- 
gineers still in the Forces. They must all 
be got out, and in the right order. The 
key men had got to be made available 
if the housing problem was to be brought 
to a successful conclusion. 
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REQUISITIONED LAND AND 


WAR WORKS ACT, 1945—6 
By W. T. CRESWELL, K.C. 
Part VIII. 

Sect. 40.—This Part of this Act regu- 
lates certain adjustments to be made in 
assessing compensation, payable for 
damage to land requisitioned by a 
Minister, or under his authority, or by a 
local authority (or authorities), where 
notice to treat is dated as within the two 
years following the war, and after the date 
of this Act. It appligsalso(to land acquired 
under Sect. 9 of the Agriculture (Miscel- 
laneous Provisions) Act, 1941, or Part II 
of this Act, including land in the 
possession of a Minister, local authority 
or a drainage board by virtue of emer- 
gency powers. It is also to have effect 
on compensation payable on the discharge 
or modification of a restriction or easement 
imposed under Part II of this Act or the 
Defence Acts. 

Sect. 41.—Adjustment is to be made to 
offset any decrease or increase in the 
value of the land as it may be attributed 
to: damage by use, for war purposes, of 
the said land or adjacent lands, by an 
acquiring authority, or by any restriction 
by it imposed on the land, provided that 
the original state of the acquired land is 
taken into account. 

Where any work has been done in agree- 
ment with, and by any contribution to 
the costs by, a person Pe an interest 
in the land, and an increase or diminu- 
tion of the value of his interest accrues, 
this is to be considered. 

Also, if any such contribution has been 
made in reference to any previous pro- 
posal to acquire in compliance with a 
report of the Commission, the change in 
value resulting therefrom shall also be 
taken into account. 

Further modifications enter when there 
falls due a “‘ cost of works’’ payment— 
i.e., &@ payment in respect of the actual 
cost of Rs es good war damage. 

Where a payment for war damage is to 
be made under the War Damage Act, 
1943, the foregoing does not apply to the 
residue of that damage not made good 
at the date of the notice to treat. And 
where Sect. 17 of the latter Act is em- 
ployable to deal with a “‘ value ’’ payment 
—i.e., a payment for diminution in value 
—this Section of this Act does not apply 
in respect to adjustments for change of 
value. 

Also, generally, these provisions for 
adjustment do not apply to compensation 
under Part II of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1944, except where the 
compensation is relative to an interest 
in the land, and the changed value is 
attributable to the user, war works or 
prohibitions or easements imposed, and 
caused during the war period. And these 
provisions apply generally, but subject 
to certain adaptations following, to the 
acquisition (compensation for) of an ease- 
ment or restrictive right, or its discharge 
or modification. 

Sect. 42.—Adjustment is to be made, 
also, in the light of compensation due 
relative to emergency powers. And this 
adjustment may be made, by the arbi- 
trator, conditionally on the relinquishing 
by the applicant of his right to that com- 
pensation. 

Sect. 43.—Where a person has forfeitad 
(or may have to do so) his interest in land, 
under emergency powers, that fact is not 
to be taken into account with this Part 
of this Act. 

Sect. 44.—Part II of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1944, and this 
Part of this Act, repeal certain provisions 
of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Pro- 
visions) Act, 1941 and 1943. - 
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Parr IX. 

Sect. 45.—This part deals with com- 
pensation as referred to rental value; and 
where, .before the passing of this Act, 
compensation had been determined on 
the basis of rental values of comparable 
land less than on March 31, 1939, and 
also on ‘‘ the appointed day,’’ any subse- 
quent compensation shall be paid by refer- 
ence to icons is the lower of those 
provided that a person who, at a 
date earlier than the appointed day, would 
be entitled to occupy the land if possession 
had not been retained, gives notice under 
the rules and forms prescribed by the 
Treasury under Sect. 2 of the Compensation 
(Defence) Act, 1939, that he wishes this 
section to apply. his notice must be 
given within six months after the 
appointed day or after the period of reten- 
tion under emergency powers. ‘‘ The 
appointed day’’ is one fixed by the 
Treasury, and not later than the end of 
the war period. 

Sect. 46.—If a Minister, or others with 
his authority, gives up possession of any 
land, and under Part VI of this Act 
reserves his rights to remove works on, or 
things incorporated in, the land for the 
purpose of restoring the land, compensa- 
tion shall be payable as under Sect. 2 (1) 
(b) of the Compensation (Defence) Act, 
1939, as if any damage done been 
done in the exercise of emergency powers 
when it was not in the ession of a 
Minister or by others under his authority. 

Sect. 47.—Referring to Sect. 2 (1) (b) of 
the Compensation ( wsowoey | Act, 1939, 
and Sect. XV of the same rovided 
it is not inconsistent with any such agree- 
ment as mentioned in Sect. XV, the 
General Claims Tribunal may reduce the 
compensation where the whole or any 
part of the damage is due to the removal 
of machinery or plant and there ap 
to be a likelihood of these being replaced 
on the land, or where any other relevant 
circumstances suggest such reduction as 
just. Otherwise such damage is compen- 
sated under Sect. IL (1) (b) of the same 
Act. 

Sect. 48.—Generally, any diminution of 
annual value resulting from the doing of 
work on land at different times shall be 
calculated together as a single operation ; 
provided that no award has been made 
prior to the passing of this Act, or any 
agreement has already fixed a lump sum to 
be payable by the Crown, in respect of 
any land under consideration; and any 
compensation already paid in respect of 
earlier work done by its General Claims 
Tribunal may be varied on application by 
the Crown or other interested persons. 
And further, if any work has been done 
on, or things incorporated in, land by 
arrangement with a Minister otherwise 
than in the exercise of his emergency 
powers, or these things have been done in 
the exercise of any other powers given by 
any other Act, the effect shall be as if 
these things had been done in the exercise 
of emergency powers as far as this Act 
operates. 

Sect. 49 deals with lump-sum compensa- 
tion under ‘Sect. 5 of the Compensation 
(Defence) Act, 1939. 

Sect. 50.—‘‘The doing of work on 
land” for the purposes of this Act refers 
to work over or below the surface, and 
the making of any erection or excavation, 
placing anything on the land, maintenance, 
removal, demolition, pulling down, de- 
struction or rendering useless anything 
above or below the surface. 


Part X. 
Sect. 51 deals with savings in respect to 


a ments. 
Sect. 52.—A Minister may make good 


two, 
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to any person interested in land, where 
that person has in expense in the 
rehabilitation of the land in compliance 
with a re from the Commission or the 
desire (in the public interest) of the 
Minister, those costs as far as they exceed 
any sum payable as compensation, and the 
work is to be deemed as having been done 
on behalf of His Majesty. 

Sect. 53.—A Minister proposing to ac- 
quire land under the Defence Acts may 
acquire other land to be given in exchange, 
with special regard to open spaces and 
eommon land. And he may extend to this 
land rights, trusts and incidents attached 
to the land forfeited. 

Sect. 54.—Where a payment has been 
made to a Minister, under Part IT of this 
Act, for the value of works, and the land 
is subsequently retained under emergency 
powers, then any subsequent payment for 
value shall be assessed as for a new period 
of requisition as beginning at the date of 
the first payment. 

Sects. 55-62 mainly deal with procedure, 
expenses, evidence, interpretation, etc. 
(which have already been given when and 
as needed), also the application of the Act 
to Scotland and Northern Ireland, and its 


title. 
(Concluded. ) 








(Concluded from next column.) 

562 and 599. Those failing to pay by 
November 19 will be struck off the 
Register. In addition, 355 payments of 
10s. are due from architects who pay by 
bankers’ order. Reminders will be sent, 
and failure to pay the balances by Decem- 
ber 1 will result in their names being 
struck off. The names of 16 architects 
were restored to the Register. The report 
was approved. 

The report of the Professional Purposes 
Committee made reference to disciplinary 
action taken in a number of cases. 

A suggestion by Mr. Gordon Jackson 
that the 5 une, 1946, meeting of the Council 
be held in Bournemouth was received. 
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ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION 
COUNCIL 


54th ORDINARY MEETING. 

Tux 54th ordinary meeting of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Ringtone was held on October 19 at 66, 
Portland-place, W.1. Mr. Sydney 
Tatchell, F.R.I.B.A., from the chair, 
moved that a letter of condolence be sent 
to the widow and daughters of the late 
Walter Oakley Hudson. ‘‘ We on this 
Council,” said the chairman, ‘* could never 
fail to be impressed with his sense of duty, 
his sincerity and his unfailing concern for 
the prestige of our profession.’’? The 
motion was carried, members upstanding 
in silent tribute to Mr. Hudson’s memory. 

Mr. W. H. Scanlan’s election to succeed 
Mr. Hudson as representative of the 
‘‘ unattached ”’ architects was noted. 

A motion was put forward at the June 
meeting of the Council by Major Athoe 
and Major L, A. F. Ireland, to the effeot 
that the Council should take steps to 
correct a situation arising from a marked 
tendency on the part of public authorities 
to include in public notices of vacancies 
on their staffs and appointment of official 
architects and architectural assistants a 
stipulation that only persons who are 
either Fellows or Associates (not Licen- 
tiates) of one only of the constituent 
bodies of the Registration Council shall be 
eligible to make application for the post 
advertised. 

This motion was remitted to a com- 
mittee of nine members of the Council 
which had met under the chairmanship of 
Mr. A. N, C. Shelley. This special com- 
mittee, by a majority vote, decided to 
recommend to the Council that steps could 
properly be taken to secure the purpose 
of the motion, by writing to the requisite 
authorities, setting out, inter alia, the 
Council’s view that it is not desirable at 
the stage when advertisements are pub- 
lished to stipulate for membership of 
named bodies to the exclusion of other 
persons who are, under the Architects’ 
sageieeiion Acts, entitled to the style of 
architect. 

At the Council meeting a motion to this 
effect was put by Mr. Shelley and 
seconded by Mr. Goldfinger. Mr. Darcy 
BRADDELL, opposing the motion, contended 
that there were a very considerable number 
of persons on the register whose qualifica- 
tions were very much below those that 
local authorities wanted. He submitted 
that it was the duty of the Council, for 
which it was set up, not to protect the 
professional architect but to protect the 
general public. He moved an amendment : 
“That the time ig not opportune to adopt 
the proposals put forward by the Special 
Committee.”” This was seconded by Mr. 
A. L. Roberts. On being put to the vote, 
the amendment was declared lost by 17 
votes to 20, and the original motion car- 
ried by 21 votes to 14. 


Reports of Committees. 

The Admission Committee’s report 
recommended that 43 names be added to 
the Register and 25 rejected. Of the total 
number of applications, 5,302, received 
under the 1938 Act and Regulation 26, 
only 389 now remain to be dealt with. 
Of these, 28 are applications by ‘men 
coming out of the Services who are entitled 
to apply within six months of demobilisa- 
tion. The report was approved. . 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee reported that on October 5 there 
were 666 retention fees unpaid. Corre- 
sponding figures for 1944 and 1943 were 

(Concluded in previous column.) 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
War-Time Buildings. 


Mr. BEVAN, in moving the second read- . 


ing of the Building Restrictions (War- 
Time Contraventions) Bill, said that its 
first purpose was to revive the rights of 
local authorities, which had lapsed dur- 
ing the war, to take exception to build- 
ings erected for the prosecution of the 
war where these buildings contravened 
the various statutes of which they had 
custody. It was reasonable that that 
should be done in the interests of the 
public; not only for good planning 
reasons but also for other reasons these 
buildings should be subjected to 
scrutiny. In many cases they contra- 
vened the Public Health Acts, in most 


cases they were exposed to greater dan-- 


ger from fire than the statutes allowed, 
and in other instances they were in the 
wrong places. Many of the buildings, 
however, were extremely valuable. In 
most cases they were constructed at the 
expense of public funds, and it was un- 
desirable that the should be demolished 
for reasuns which were not sufficiently 
serious or that any great o<penet should 
be incurred in altering t 

fore the Bill provided machinery whereby 
the Government and the public interest 
were protected against belated ‘action. 
A five-year limit was placed on the time 
during which local authorities were en- 
titled to exercise the rights of revision. 
Where there was a difference of opinion 
an appeal could be made to the Ministry 
of Health, ; 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Houses Completed. 

In reply to Mason Roserts, MR. Bevan 
said that 1,282 temporary houses were 
completed and 1,118 were handed over to 
local authorities in September. The new 
records to be available as from January 
next, aS promised in his statement on 
October 17, would provide information as 
to the number of permanent houses 
completed. 


Interference with Repairs: , 

Mr. FreeMAN asked the Minister of 
Health whether he was aware that man 
cinemas, large shops ‘and similar build- 
ings were effecting extensive repairs, de- 
corations and painting; and whether he 
was satisfied that such activities do not 


interfere with corresponding work being . 


done ‘to dwelling-houses and eottages. 

Mr. BEVAN said that building work of 
the kind referred to costing more than 
£10 needed a licence. Licences were 
issued in some instances by the Minister 
of Works, and in others by local authori- 
ties acting on his behalf; and in neither 
type of case should a licence be issued if 
avoidable interference with housing work 
would result. If his hon. friend was 
aware of cases in which, ‘in his opinion, 
avoidable interference ‘was being caused, 
he would be glad to have particulats. 


Comparison of Costs. 

Mr. Kee~inc asked the Minister of 
Health how the maximum approved cost 
of a house to be built by a local authority 
compared, respectively, with the maxi- 
mum cost for which a private builder 
eould get a licence to build and the cost 
of a temporary aluminium house; and 
whether in each case the figure included 
the cost of land, sewers and other 
services. 

Mr. Bevan said he did not think it 
would be wise to publish details of maxi- 
mum approved prices at a time when he 
was trying to get prices down. Moreover 
the types of houses mentioned were not 
necessarily comparable and he was, there- 
fore, unable to give a valid comparison 
of the costs. The cost of temporary alu- 
minium houses was given in the White 
Paper, Cmd. 6686. [This stated that the 
aluminium house, originally estimated at 
£914, was now expected to cost £1,365, but 
the latter price was subject to negotia- 
tions.—ED.] . 


em. There-- 


_advised b 


THE BUILDER 


Small Builders. 


Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health what procedure must any of the 
pa anne small builders follow 

enable them to get permission to start 
build houses. : 

Mr. aN said that a builder could 
reply.to a local authority’s invitation for 
tenders and, if suceessful, would be 
authorised to start building; or he could 
apply to a local authority for a licence to 
erect houses within the provisions of 
Circular 125/45, issued by the Ministry 
of Health. 


Private Builders. 


Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health if he would give a complete list of 
all the authorities, national, regional, 
local and others, from whom a builder 
must obtain approval before he could de- 
cide upon the site, obtain the water, elec- 
tricity, gas and sewage arrangements and 
build a permanent house costing £1,300 
in London or £1,200 outside. 

Mr. Bevan said that a private builder 
had to obtain the approval of the planning 


‘authority to a site for a new house, and, . 


during the current shortage of building 
labour and materials, a licence from the 
housing authority, before he might begin 
to build. The plans of the house had to 
be-approved by the local authority under 
the building by-laws and also, so far as 
the elevations were concerned; by, the 
planning authority. In certain eases the 
eonsent of the highway authority might 
also be necessary. As regarded public 
services, the builder must arrange for 
eonnection with the supplying authority 
er company. 





— 


Building Trade Workers’ March. 


A number of building trade workers 
largely engaged on war damage repair 
and estimated at many thousands, 
marched on Monday from Marble Arch 
to the London Master Builders’ Assvocia- 
tion headquarters in. Bedford Square, 
where they demonstrated in support of 


‘a elaim for a wage rate of 3s. per hour 


for craftsmen and commensurate rates 
for labourers. They had been previously 
the Association that a deputa- 
tion could not be received’ as the proper 
conciliation machinery had not been 
used. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 







SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


On_ Tuesday evening, November 6, the 
members of the National Federation of 
Roofing Contractors assembled ‘with their 

ests at the Connaught Rooms, W.C.2, 
or a dinner and entertainment. Mr. E. 
Greenwood (President of the Federation) 
occupied the chair.. The .occasion was 
also taken to make a presentation to Mr. 
F. E. Ashford, first President of the 
Federation. ( 

The National Federation of Roofin 
Contractors was toasted by MR. H 
Witson, M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works), who said that the 
problems of peace facing the members of 
the Federation —-in common with all 
others associated with the building in- 
terest—were, if anything, greater than 
those of war. In the war the task of roof- 
ing contractors had been to rehabilitate 
war-damaged premises, and in this con- 
nection the Minister of Works had asked 
him to express appreciation on behalf of 
the Government for everything that had 
been done by the Federation. The 
problem in London. had been a colossal 
one; 1,700,000 houses had been damaged 
in one way or other and there were still 
more than 600,000 houses awaiting atten- 
tion. The present housing programme was 
the biggest that had ever faced this 
country. For the present everything was 
held up on building materials and that 
was the particular province of the Minis- 
try of Works. He knew the enormous 
difficulties ‘and was looking to the in- 
dustriés concerned for a very material 
reduction in price as soon as they could 
get to something like normal conditions. 

Replying to the toast, the PresrpENnt 
said that never before had roofing con- 
tractors been in such great demand. On 
one occasion, walking down a street that 
had suffered from an air raid, a lady had 
come to him and asked, “ Are yoti from 
the council?” He had modestly replied, 

No, madam. I am only the roofing con- 
tractor.” To this the reply had been: “A 
roofing contractor? Come in and have a 
“"Fhe health of h 

he hea of the guests was proposed 
by Mr. W. Waker and relponibed 5s by 
Sik Matcotm Trustram Eve, K.C. (chair- 
man, War Damage Commission). 

The presentation was made by the 
Chairman of a silver-plated tea service to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ashford. It was largely 
due to Mr. Ashford, he said, that the 
Federation—which covered the whole of 
Great Britain—had come into being. 

Mr, AsHForD, in response, said he had 
accepted the office of Président of the 
National Federation and helped in its 
formation because he did not think it 
was good for the trade that there should 
be two organisations. 


Quantity Surveyors and the Code of 

Measurement. 

THE Quantity Surveyors’ Committee of 
the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution wish 
it to be known among students, teaching 
institutions, and examiners in quantity 
surveying, that technical instruction in 
taking off bills of quantities, whether for 
work on small dwellings or any other type 
of work, should invariably be based, as 


, heretofore, on the Standard Method of 


Measurement for Building Works. The 
Code of Measurement for Building Work 
in Small Houses, being an adaptation of 
the Standard Method for a particular and 


‘limited purpose, is not suitable for the 


instruction of students in the basic prin- 
ciples of measurement. ‘ 
Candidates in the Institution’s examina- 
tions, when answering questions involving 
the preparation of quantities for work on 
a house, will be required to take off the 
quantities on the basis of the Standard 
— of Measurement: and not of the 
ode. : : 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


DUMFRIES.—Dean of Guild Court a 

ge i$ 2. houses at Lincluden, for T. 
LASGOW.—Corporation Housing Committee 

asso i ho for 500 houses at Greenfield, 
Shettleston, and 1,000 houses at Balornock. 

SHOTTS. Plans in hand for garage, also re- 
pair buildings at Shottiswood-rd., for which the 
— is William Hendrie, 25, Nitshall-st., 
Shotts. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


some contracts still open, but not in- 
eluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of Paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 14. ; 
+*Friern Barnet U.D.C.—Reconstruction of 
6 houses at Russell-gdns. E. and S. 
+Wigtown ©.C.—Work in various sites for 36 
houses on 2 sites. County A., 10, Market-st., 
Stranraer. Dep, £1 1s. 
+*Sunbury-on-Thames U.D.C.—57 houses and 
12 bupgalows on 3 sites. Braddell, Deane and 
Bird, Architects, 1, Baker-st., London, W.1. 
Bills of quantities, etc., from EB. and S. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by November 28. 
NOVEMBER 15. 
+Howden R.D.C.—(a) 6 pairs of houses on 2 


roved 


sites; (b) construction pf tarmacadam street 
at 2 sites. H. Blenkinsop, Architect, 22, 
Park-st., Selby. Dep. £2 2s. 


+Wednesfield U.D.C.—12 houses at_Ridge-la. 
H. Lawrence, S., Merridale, Bolton-rd., 


A. 
Wednesfield. 
NOVEMBER 16. 
ping R.D.C.—20 houses at Loughton-la., 

Teves ois. Tooley and Foster, architects, 
Midland Bank-chrs., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

Lunesdale R.D.C.—i0 houses on 2 sites, A. R. 
Harlow, C., Council Offices, Hornby, Lancs. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 17. : 

Cheshire C€.C.—Alterations and additions at 
Sutton Oaks, Macclesfield. E. M. Parkes, 
County A., The Castle, Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Shefheld €.C.—Kitchen’' hutment at High 
Storrs Grammar School. City A. Dep. £2. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

Ashford U.D.C.—100 houses at Osborne-rd. 
J. Ludlow, C., Council Offices, “‘ The Cedars,” 
Church-rd., Ashford, Kent. Dep. £2 2s. Plans 
can be seen at office of A. W. Kenyon (F.), 15, 
Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., C.1, 

Brighton E.C.—Adaptations and extensions 
at Hanover-terr. school, for Junior Building 
school. B.E. and §. Dep. £3 3s. 

Chelmsford R.D.C.—14 wag bd houses on 
various sites. Estates S. Dep. £ 

tChesterfield R.D.C.—133 eanke on 4. sites. 
Chartered Architects, 
Market-pl., Chesterfield. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by November 30. 

Grimsby R.D.C.—6 houses at Bradley.  E. 
and 8. Dep. £2. 

Haverfordwest R.D.C.—58 pouste on 7 sites. 
A. J. Davies, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., 8., Council 
Offices, Cartlett House. Dep. £19 10s. 

Market Harborough U.D.C.—30 houses at 
Bowden Fields, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Middleton T.C.—30 houses at “et estate. 
J. Pollard (L.), Boro. A. Dep. £2 

Newcastle-on-Tyne T.C.—100 konses. ‘at Blake- 
law estate and 100 at Longbenton estate. (Work 
to be divided into 4 sections). City A., 18, 
Cloth Market. Dep. £5 5s. to City Treasurer. 

Ripon and Pateley Bridge R.D.C.—16 houses 
at Wath-rd. and Greenwood-ave., Needham and 
Thorp, Architects, 3, Duncombe-pl., York. Dep. 
£2 2s. payable to, R.D.C. . 

Seaton U.D.C.—17 pairs of houses at Scalwell- 
la. estate. D. R. Price, S., 4, Seafield-terr., 
Seaton. . Dep. £2 2s. ae 

t*Southampton C.B.—100 houses at Ports- 
mouth-rd. Boro. A. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 


December 3. 
NOVEMBER 20. 
*Halifax C€.B.—3 blocks 4 dwellings at 
Charlestown. B.E. Dep. £2 2 
*Heston and isleworth Tc 70 houses and 
flats at Hounslow West estate. B.E. and S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


“Newport (Mon.) C.B.—56 houses at Alway 


Farm site. Johnson Blackett (F.), Boro. A., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
es T.C.—36° houses at Long-la. 


estate. Y. Hughes, B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
York rc .—Repairs and adaptations at 15 
and 15, Park-st. City E. Dep. £1. 
OVEMBER 21. 


Liwehwr U.D.C.—€8 houses on 4 sites. E. A. 
ee . C., Council Offices, West-st., Gorseinon. 
ep 


West Bridgford U.D.C.—56 ae at ‘Valley- 
rd. estate. E. and 8. Dep. £2 





the name’ 


THE BUILDER 


NOVEMBER 22 

Poole T.C.—50 houses and fats at Trinidad 
estate. B.E. and 8. . 22 

t* Yeovil abo" net "in 3 contracts. 
Petter, waren ng Pew Cooper, (FF), The Old 
Oxford Inn, West Hendford, Yeovil. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by. December 6 

NOVEMBER 23. 

East Retford R.D.C.—-51 houses on 5 sites. 
BD. zhomene. Architect, 83, Bridge-st., Work- 
sop.. Dep. £ 

*Erith 7.6 Substation at Carlton-rd. G. 
Burgess (F.), 21, High-st., Dartford. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kearsley U.D.C,—238 houses on two estates. 
E. and 8. Dep. £2. 

NOVEMBER 24, 

Colchester T.C.—Construction of- brick pump- 
house at Aldham borehole. E ep. £2 2s. 

Dunmow R.D.C.—(a) 10 houses; (b) roads, 
and sewers. A: E, ee (F.), ‘10, Duke-st., 
Chelmsford. Dep. £3 

Elgin T.C.—6 Foto “of two five- -apartment 
houses at Seafield-Lands, Bishopmill. 

aes ag i: T.C.—160 houses at Chequerfield 
site. G. Crofts, Architect, Market-pl. Dep. 
£2. Tenders by December 15. 

*Shepton Mallet U.D. Pa wenene at Comp- 


ton-rd. estate. C. Dep. £ 
NOVEMBER 26. 
Certheneiene U.D.C.—20 paunes at Swing 
ry la.  k. E. Hulse, (L.), E. and 8. Dep. 


£2 2 

“Leeds T.C.—Adaptation of Block “4, St. 
James’s es (North) into Maternity Isola- 
tion Unit and Infirm Wards. Superintendent of 
Works and Buildings, 125, Becke t- st., Leeds, 9. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Seisdon R.D.C.—50 houses on 3 sites. F. 
Bagley, A.M.Inst.C.E., Council Office, Wom- 
bourn. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

one U.D.C.—42. houses at Burlington-rd. 
E. and §8., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Chepping Wycombe (High Wycombe) T.c.— 
82 houses at Hatters Farm estate. J. A. 
Parkinson, M.A., A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. and S. 
Dep. £2 25. 


*Frome_U.D.C.—37 houses on 3 sites. B. H. 
_ 8., 22, Christchurch-st., West. Dep. 
*Gt. North 


Yarmouth ©.B.—70 houses at 
Denes estate. B.E 
Maldon R. D.c.—16 houses on 3 sites. §&., 
Ceenett Offices, Wantz-rd., Maldon, Essex. Dep. 
S. 
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WATERPROOFING 
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(ACCORDING TO QUANTITY) 
SPECIAL PRICES FOR LARGE CONTRACTS 


GEORGE LILLINGTON 
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NOVEMBER 28. 
Stockton-onTees B.€.—100 houses: at nernee: 
ton-la. Boro. A., 124, High-st. Dep, £2 2: 
NOVEMBER 30. 
Oswestry A.D. c.—8 Swedish houses. 
. Dep. £2 2s. 
' DECEMBER 1. 
Wombwell U. sp I houses at Summer-la. 
Housing 8. Dep. £2 
DECEMBER 3. 
Conway T.C.—18 houses and road sewers 
works at Plas Newydd estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Godalming T.C.—10 bungalows at Silo Wood 
estate, Farncombe, B.E. and S. Dep. £1 ls. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
NOVEMBER 14. 

*Sunderland C.B.—Supply. of kitchen sinks, 
W. sets, lavatory basins, baths, kitchén 
fittings and .tiled fireplaces ‘for 802 ‘dwellings. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 15, 

Ilkeston T.C. Bee. * surface shelters and 
14-static tanks. B.E. 

NOVEMBER 21, 

Leiston-Cum-Sizewell U.D.C.—Demolition of 
shelters and static water installations. S. 

NO BER 26. 

Scunthorpe T.C.—Demolition of shelters and 
static water basins. B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 29. 

oo U.D.C.—Removal of defence works. 


ENGINEERING 
NOVEMBER 19. 

‘South Holland Drainage Board.—Consfruction 
of 73-ft. span ferro-concrete accommodation 
bridge on precast concrete piles. Consultin 
Engineer to the Board, Deeping House, Welland- 
terr., Spalding. 

NOVEMBER 24. 

Tottenham 8B.C.—Reconstruction. of bridge 
over Pymme’s Brook. B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s: 
DECEMBER 14. 

_Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construe- 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 
Eire, Co. Donegal. P. J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 19. 

*Dagenham B.C.—T.C. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
Southport C.B.—Painting and Corerating at 
Police Headquarters. B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
NOVEMBER 21. 

Birmingham T.C.—Construction of approx. 
4.730 lin. yds. of brick and concrete, stoneware 
pipe and cast-iron pipe, foul and surface water 
sewers and stone-faced concrete surface water 


S. and 


open channel, etc., at Shard End. City E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
Guildford R.D.C.—Site works for Swedish 
houses. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 22, 
Haltemprice U.D.C.—Roads and_ sewers at 
Bacon Garth, Cottingham. E. and §. Dep. £2. 
Peterborough T.C.—Roads and sewers. City 
E. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 24. 
Monmouth T.C.—Road work at 2 sites.. B.S. 


Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 26. 

Darwen ¥-6.—Construction of cemetery at 

Balton-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER. 28. 

Godalming T.C.—Laying 250 yds. of 4-in. 
internal dia. spun-iron water mains, etc. C. B. 
Spivey, M.Inst.M& Cy.E., Water E., 35, Bridge- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 12. 

Rugeley U.D.C.—Construction of 10,000 lin. 
yds. of sewers, with manholes, pumping station 
noe ee disposal works, etc. . Evans, C. 

ep. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Pull details of Public Appointments marked * 


are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked have ‘been advertised in previous 
issues. 


NOVEMBER 12. 


*Middlesbrough C.B.—(a) 2 _ Engineering 
Assistants; (2) Architectural Assistant. 
OVEMBER 15. 


*Chepping Wycombe T,C.—Temporary Clerk of 


Works. 
NOVEMBER 16, 
*Gloucestershire Joint Board for Tubercu- 
losis.—Clerk of Works. 
NOVEMBER 19. 

*Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—Clerk of Works. 

*Friern Barnet U.D.C.—Temporary Architec- 
tural Assistant. 

*Newport C.B.—(a) Two Senior 
Quantity Surveyors; (b) One Assistant 
eS 
+Stafford T.C.—Clerk of Works. 

“Welwyn Garden City U.D.C. —Clerk of Works. 
NOVEMBER 21. 

*Hammersmith B.C.—Architectural Assistants. 

*Tynemouth C.B.—(1) 2 Senior Architectural 


Assistant 
Archi- 








— ce. 
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Assistants; (2) 1 Quantity Surveying a 
(3) 2 Junior Architectural. Assistants Aina 
Junior Engineering Assistant; (5) Bui ing 


Inspector. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
*Scunthorpe T.C. a pecsuctatal Assistant. 
NOVEMBER 23. 
*Salford T.C.—2 Avthitestueal Assistants. 
‘Salford beget no ae. 


VEMB 
*Cambs ©.C.—(1) 3 Asastens, Architects ; (2) 

Assistant Dre Surveyor. 

“Durham €.C.—Temporary Assistant to Land 
Drainage — and ge 4 
NOVEMBER 

‘Cardiff &.C.—Temporary dLasletene Lecturer 
in Architecture. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

*Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—(a) Senior 
Town Planning Assistant, (b) Quantity Surve - 
ing Assistant, (c) Architectura Assistant, (d) 
Town Planning Assistant. 


-_ 


“West Cornwall Joint Planning Committee.— 


Planning Assistant. 
DECEMBER 1. 

"Dorset C.C. PP gy Assistant. 

*South Shields C.B.—(a) Chief Assistant, 
Town Planning; (b) Senior Engineering 
Assistamt; (c) Architectural Assistant; (d) 
Junior Archectural Assistant; (e) Assistant 
Building Inspector. 

DECEMBER 3. 

tEdmonton T.C. — Temporary Engineering 
Assistant, 

*Widnes T.C.—Building Inspector. 

DECEMBER 4. 

*Breeonshire Joint Planning Committee.— 
Technical Assistant. 

*Gateshead T.C.—Junior. Assistant Quantity 


Survoyer. 
DECEMBER 6. 
*Liverpeel T.C.—Superintendent of School 
Buildings. | 
JANUARY 15. 


*Semerset C.C. a ae Officer. 


“Middlesex E.C.—Full-time Teacher of Techni- 
cal Drawiag and Building Construction. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Acorington.—T.C. to develop seven acres of 
land at Richmond Hill for housing site. 

Bellingham (Northumberland).—R.D.C. to 
build 72 houses. 

Birkenhead.—E.C. propose ‘dining-room and 
kitehen at Tollemache-rd. 

Ceventry.—Rev. K. Clayton, rector and 
churchwardens of St. John’s, propose restora- 
tion of Church, at £45,000. 

Disley.—R. DC. propose development of land 
at Bentside for housing estate. 

Hampstead.—B.C. propose erection of working- 
cage flats between Kilburn Priory and Greville- 
r ; 


Jarrow.—North-Eastern Trading Estates, 
Ltd., to proceed with development of 60-acre 
site for trading estate. 

Leyland.—Lancashire E.C. propose’ Junior 
and Ynfants’ School at Earnshaw Bridge. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved Welfare Centre 
at Burnage for Health Committee. __ 

Orrell.—Lancs E.C. propose central kitchen at 
Lamberhead Green school. 

Pendieton.—Martins Bank, Ltd., propose. bank 
at Broad-st. Plans id Irving & Mosscrop, 6, 
Stanley-st., Liverpool 1 

Roehdale.—E.C. propose school dining centre 
at Meanwood. 

South Shields.—T.C. to erect 400 permanent 
houses. 

Tamworth.—T.C: approved 284 houses. 

Thorne.—Don Optical Co. propose factory. 

Wallasey.—E.C. propose | dining-room. for 
schoel meals at Love-la. 


TENDERS 


? > ae accepted. 

t+ Denotes. peeneney. accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

; Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 





departments. 
Ashton-underL yne.—50 pesep at Rayner. st. 
(No. 1) sites, for T.C. T. Kemp, B.S.: 


*James Ridyard & Sons, tian allway Saw 
Mills, Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. Rebuilding 10 houses, for 
B.C. John D. Bolton, B.S.: *D. Storar & Sons, 
Spiffal, ren ick-upon-Tweed, £9, £9,689 (subject to 
approval of and W.D.C.). 

Rostie Rebuilding 15 louse at Bulwer-st., 
for T.0._ W. A. Harrison, B.E.: *Greenwood 
Bros. (Builders); Ltd., a Waterworks-st., 
Bootle, Liverpool 20 £12,87 

Bournemouth.—88 houses a Kinson, for B.C. : 
oa ae & W. R. J. Lambert, Bournemouth, 

Cheimsford.—Five pairs of houses at Writtle, 
for R.D.0.: tE. H. O’Connor, Crays Hill, 
£11,816 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Ciaokmannan.—12 houses at Menstrie housing 
site, for C.C. T. 
Mill-st., Alloa: Mason, etc., 
King; "Lid., 163, Hope- st., 


Frame & Sons, architects, 43, 
*Jas. Anderson & 
Glasgow, £4,558; 


THE BUILDER 


nae Gow & Sons, Sauchie, £3,412; 
oa Glazing Co., 47-49, Primrose- 
wm, Chalmers & 


joiner : 
glazier: * 
a ae ry plumber: 

, 30, Primrose-st., Alloa, £1,203; 
and cement, slater rough- 
*John a, Davie, Kine- -st., Alloa, £1,100, 


Alloa. ee: electrical : 
Dugdale-st a £449; grates: 

*Cairns & Co., 19, B “a4 £291; fenc- 
ing: *Alexander T “ Mansfield-av.. 

Sauchie, £674; gas-serving sian, boilers and 
seatenss *Alloa T.C., Alloa, £309. 

Gone ade.—36 houses on various sites, for 
K.D.0.: *Holmes (Norwich), Ltd., £2,180 (two 
at Distes) and £15,960 (14 at Long Stratton) ; 
*W. 8S. Lusher, Sprouston, £10,989 (10 at Scole) ; 
*J. Youngs & Son, Ltd., Norwich, £11,700 (10 
at Harleston). 

joncaster.—Works for T.C. J. A. Williams, 
S. Houses, Holms Carr: #W. Frith, Ltd., Arm-_ 
thorpe-rd.,. Doncaster, £33,594; houses, Rossing- 
ton and Armthorpe: #King & Son, Beacon-st., 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster, £1,985 and £4,612. 

Dorking.—Four houses at Fraser-gdns., for 
U.D.C. et, Dorking: 8. 8. Gettings, 
pa a *Young & Porter, Ltd., Northumber- 
ae. t-alley, Fenchurch-st., London. E.C.3. 
ton.—Houses for R.D.C. Hind & Brown, 
atohitncte 22, Glebe-st., Stoke-on-Trent. 12 at 
Adderley and Dorrington: *Tideswell Bros., 6, 
Hollins-st.,. Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent, £14,730 ; "six 
at Calverhall ; *R. J. Addison, The § inney, 


tm 
e 
&: 

3 





Blythe Bridge, Cheadle, Staffs, "£7,830; ur at 
Childs Ercall; four The Links, Hinstock; two 
ghtfield ; two Longford Turning : * A. 


Boole, Milton, Stoke-on- Trent, £4,600; £4,600; 


£2,260 ; £2,270. 

Durham.—50 hous spe, for City Council: #J. W. 
White ne pai Ltd., Sunderland, £16.66 

une houses on three sites, for 

R.D.C.: *Building & Public Works Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Swindon, £34,690 (10 houses and 
site works); *J. Knapp & Sons, Pariveahem, 
Berks, £9,600 (10) ; *Gilmores, Slough, £9,480. 

Hemel Hempstead.—Erection of 50 permanent 
houses, for T.C. L. de Soissons, A.R.A. (F.), 
Midland Bank-chbrs., Welwyn ‘Garden City, 
Herts: *H. Lacey & Sons (Builders), Ltd.. 
Luton, £59,840. 

Kingswood.—50 permanent houses at ‘* Woody- 
leaze,” Boater and Russell-av., for U.D.C. G. 
Fletcher (I..), Council Offices: *Simmonds & 
Son, Hambrook, nr. Bristol (28 houses at 
Russell-av.), £30,196; #W. J. Hembrough & 
Sons, Londpn-rd., Wafmley, a Bristol (22 
houses at ‘‘ Woodyleaze ’’), £22,97 

Lancashire.—Works for T.C. a Noel Hill 
(F.), County A. Four additional classrooms at 
Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar school: ¥E. 


Taylor & Co., Ltd., Ebor Saw Mills, Little- 
borough, nr. Rochdale, £2,321; central school 
kitchen, Dalton-in- -Purness : . Townson, 
Myrtle-ter., Dalton-in-Furness, £3,857; rein- 


statement of Edge Hill Training College, Orms- 
kirk: *Berry & Hellowell. Liverpool-rd. North, 
Burscough, Ormskirk ; . H. Brampton, Ltd., 
Aughton Park, Ormekirk; *T. Riding & Son, 
Ltd., Chapel- st., Ormskirk. (25 per cent. on 
wages and 15 per cent. on materials.) 

London (Bethnal Green).—Eight blocks of 
flats on monolithic concrete system on Minerva- 
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st. area, for L.C.C. J. H. Pouhos,. F.R.LB.A., 
architect, County: Halli, 8.E.1: #*Holland & 
Hannan and Cubitts, Ltd., 251,669 (this re- 


presents an estimated cost of 91 per cent. over 


pre-war figures). 

London alll). vpenaliaing hoe a 
St. Bernard’s Hospital, for P. C. 
Richardson (Middlesbrough), aon 

u Restoration of ‘roof cladding at 
London Bridge Station (central section) for the 
Southern Railway Co. V. A. M. Robertson, 
Chief Civil E. to the company: gg eR 
40-44, Station-rd., N. Harrow, Middx, 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of ceaane ‘to 
value of £500, or over for week-ended ovens 
ber 3 :—General maintenanee work : f°*7.2= 

& Son, Barton-on-Humber; 
(Builderd, Ltd., Wolverhampton. 

{London (M. i) .W.).—Following are contracts 
placed by por Minisiry of Works during week 
ending Octo 

London : Wandsworth (7) and Wandsworth (8), 
Seco houses, Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., Atlas Works, 
Putney, S.W. Cumberland: Whitehaven ‘Monk. 
way School, an Demolition and Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., 34, Moorfields-rd., Liverpool, 2 
Durham: South Shields, Tarran houses, Hender- 
son Bros., Smith-st., South Shields. Bssez: 
Chingford, Seco houses, W W. and C. French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex ; ‘Ingatestone, dining room 
and scullery, A. E. "Symes, Ltd., O ar-rd., 
Brentwood. Hampshire: Christchurch, 
and dining room, A. 8. Prince and Go., Ltd., 
1079, Christchurch-rd., Bournemouth ; Ringwood 
and Fordingbridge, “Arcon houses, M. J. Gleeson, 
Ltd., London-rd.; North Cheam. Isle of Wight: 
Cowes, preparation of sites, W. A. Brading anda 
Son, East Cowes, 1.0.W. ks 

Lanarks ; Glasgow, central kitchen and 
dining room, David Paul, 12, Wedderlea-dr., 
Glasgow, §.W.2; siteworks and Tarran houses, 
McArthur Construction Co., Ltd., 17, Herschell- 
st., Glasgow ; and siteworks and Tarran houses, 
M. Simpson and Co., Ltd., 62, Vicarfield-st., 
Glasgow. Lancs; Lytham St. Annes, Tarram 
houses, Brown and Jackson, Ltd.,- Bim-st., 
Fleetwood. Lancaster: Arcon houses, Nicholson 
and Wright, Ltd., Cable-st., Lancaster. Méd- 
lothian : Musselburgh, siteworks and Arcop 
houses, John Crow and Sons, 37, Badeiatcn-s 
Edinburgh. Somerset: Yeov Aluminium 
houses, Stansell and Son (Taanton), Ltd., Billet- 
st., Taunton. ° Staffs: Rowley Regis, Arcom 
houses, Joseph Webb, 1, Ivy House-la., Coseley; 
and Thomas Vale and Sons, Ltd., Stourport-on- 


Severn, Be aera Surrey : Chertsey, Sece 
houses, W. H. Gaze and Son, Ltd., Bridge-st., 
Walton-on- ‘Thames. Warwicks: Solihull, Arcon 


houses, Kent and Sussex Contractors, 270, Cor- 
oration-st., Birmingham. Yorks: Shipley, 
iocuner houses, F. P. Leach and Sons, Ltd., 
1, Waterside-rd., Girlington, Bradford. 
qLondon (M.O. W.).—Following are contracts 
placed by Ministry of Works during week en 
Navember 1 :— 

ondon: Hammersmith, Seco houses, C. FP. 
Kearley, Ltd., Grove Works, Chiswick, W.4; 
Lambeth, Seco houses, G. E. Wallis and Sons, 
Ltd., 231, Strand, W.C.2. Ayrshire: Catrine, 
siteworks and Tarran houses, G. keid and Sons, 
Ltd., Townhead, Catrine. Cheshire: Sandbach, 
Arcon houses, F. J. Gibson, Ltd., 38a, Man- 
chester-rd., Wilmslow. Durham: Woiviston, 
sewage disposal, Chas. J. Boyd, 16, Emmerson-st., 
Middlesbrough. Essex : ‘Dagenham, U.S.A. 
houses, W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Carpenters- rd., Strat- 
ford; Southend-on- Sea, Seco houses, W. and ©. 
French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex; West Ham, . 
Seco houses, Thomas Bates and Son, Ltd., 
Harold Wood, Romford, Essex. morgan: 
Penarth, Arcon houses, T. F. Howetts, Ltd., 83, 
Bartlett-st., Caerph: ily. 

Hampshire: Gosport, Aluminium houses, John 
Hunt, Ltd., Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants; and 
Bournemouth, dines room .and scullery, ‘A. 8. 
Prince and ; td., 1079, Christchurch-rd., 
Bournemouth. ig of Islay: Bowmore, dining 
room and kitchen, Jas. Anderson and King, 
Ltd., 163, Hope-st., Glasgow. Kent: Sandgate, 
reconstruction of ‘groynes, Cementation Co., 


Ltd., Bentley Works, Doncaster. Lanarks : 
Coatbridge, siteworks and Seco houses, Wm. 
pute Turner-st.,- Coatbridge. Lanes: 


R.O.F. Chorley, additions and alterations, Wm. 
Liversay and Sons, Ltd:, Blackburn, Lancs. 
Northumberland: Morpeth, Tarran houses, John 
Jackson and Sons, 72, Corporation-st.,. New- 
castle-on-Tyne, 4. 

Oxon : Henley- on-Thames, Seco houses, Bucks 
and Middlesex Estate, Ltd., Twyford, Bucks. 
Perth: Dunblane, siteworks and Arcon houses 
Wm. Sprunt and Co., Ltd., Bridge of Alla: ? 
Staffs: Cannock, Arcon houses, P. Bilton, Ltd. 
Newcastle-rd., Stone, Staffs; Tamworth, erec. 
tion of coal screening plant, Sheppard and Sons, 
Ltd., New Foundry, Bridgend. Suffolk Had- 
leigh, dining room and kitchen, Harvey - 
Frost,- Westgate-rd., Bury St. Edmunds. West 
Lothian : Linlithgow, siteworks and Seco. houses, 
G. and R. Cousin, 24, Hill-st., Edinburgh. 
Yorks: Hull, Tarran houses, Bernard Pumfrey, 
Ltd., 20, Carlisle-st., Gainsborough. 

GLondon (War _Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week-ended October 

87 :—Leics: Miscéllaneous work, A. Padgett & 
fo. Leicester. Kent : Miscellaneous work, H. 
Goodsell, Maidstone. 
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3 ee —Works for Housing Department. 


Hughes (F.), Housing Director. 500 Orlit 
fame on approved sites: *Orlit, Ltd» 18, 
Buckingham-gate, London, 8.W.1; 170 flats, 


Hulme Clearance Area: #G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


are now members ef the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
32 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 


23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be ferwarded. 















THE BUILDER 


3-5, Manchester-rd. West, Little Hulton, Bolton; 
34 houses, Moor-la., Wythenshawe : “Ww. J. 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Permos’ 
Nottingham ; 38 houses at Benchill, Wythen- 
shawe: #(12) W. G. West, 11, Great ane 

bank, Stockport; *(10) F. Gannon & Son, 64, 
Osborne-rd.,_ Levenshulme, Manchester 19; 
*(8) Marsden & Chapman, Bedford- rd., Timper- 
ley, Altrincham, Ches; *(8) Hugh Owen & Sons, 
Lid., Poynton Park, Poynton via Stockport. 

Middlesbrough.—24 houses at Glendale-rd. 
H. . Garbutt, architect, 18, Albert-rd.. 
Middlesbrough: #*N. Thompson, Ltd., Stone- 
house-st., _ Linthorpe, Middlesbrough ; eight 
houses at Grasmere-av. Kitching & Co., archi- 
tects, 40, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough : #W. A. 
King & Sons, Eastbourne-gr., North Ormesby, 
Middlesbrough ; 17 houses at Easby- av.: *J. H. 
Crawford, Middlesbrough. 

Newark.—46 houses at, Hawtonville, for T.C. : 
*E. Coleman, Ltd., 10, Diaimond-av., East 
Kirkby, Notts, £48,815. 

former 


" Cres. : 


November 9 1945 


and £7,817 (6); *F. Espley & Sons, South-st., 
Sta 280 (4). 


fford, £5, 

Tees.—Six houses at Downholme- 
*R. B. Bainbridge, 8, Highfield-cres., 
Hartburn, Stockton-on-Tees. 

toke-on-Trent.—136 houses on selected sites, 
for T.C. A. Burton, City E.: *H. Hoskins, 
abeearon 2 or Tunstall, Stoke- -on-Trent, £850 each 
approxima tely. 

Tettenhall.—30 houses * School-rd., Long 
Lake estate, for U:D.C. W. Mason, 8.: 
*A. M. Griffiths  @ Son, Tita Thomas-st., 
Wolverhampton, £34 

'ynemouth. wwacaer ‘for De La Rue Plastics, 
Lid. *Sir Robert McAlpine & Co., Ltd., New: 
castle‘on-Tyne. 

Welwyn Garden City.—70 houses, 
Scheme No. 11, for U.D.C. C. W. Fox (F.). 
architect : *Welwyn Builders, Ltd., 
Garden City, £67,987. 








Pe yp x 
Welwyn 





Neweastle-on-Tyne. —Alterations at 
Bath-la. school, for E.C.: *A. Anderson (Con- 


tractors), Ltd, "htanmore-s., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £3,278. : 

Northampton. —87 houses at Spencer Estate 
and 16 at St. David’s estate, for T.C. K. A. 
Winfield, B.S. : *Northampton Master Builders’ 
Association, “Derngate House, Derngate, 
Northampton. . 


Oldham.—18 houses at Strinesdale, for T.C.: 
*T. Partington & Son, Chadderton, £20,400. 

Ormskirk.— Eight houses at Trevor-rd., Burs- 
cough, for U.D.C. F. Fryer, 8.: *Berry & 
Hellowell, Liverpool-rd. North, Burscough, 
Ormsk irk. Approximately £1,000 each, includ- 
ing roads, sewers, fencing, etc. 

ne —Houses for T.C. V. Turner, 

: *O. Weaver, Harlington-rd., Mexborough, 

nr. Pema 

Southport.—30 houses at Russell- rd., for T.C.: 
PO s: (Manchester), Ltd., Bowden, Ches, 


£34 

South Shields.—184 houses, for T.C. John 
Reid, B.E.: *G. Bailey, Ltd., King-st., South 
Shields (£1,108 per house). 

South Westmoriand.—Eight houses at Holme, 
for R.D.C. E. Middleton (A.), 46, King-st., 
Lancaster: *Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., Cable- 
st., Lancaster, £6,907. 

Stafford.—86 houses (including 16 ‘‘ Duplex ”’) 
at Silkmore estate, for T.C. T. H. Higson, 
-B.8.:-*Lewis & Watters, Canley-rd., Coventry. 
£96,772; extension and ‘equipment ‘of Milford 
Pumping Station: *Geirge Stow & Co., Ltd., 
Reservoir-st., Ruislip, Middx, £11,090. 


“ALBION” 


EASY CLEAN 


PATENT HINGE 


The ideal hinge for stormproof 
casement windows. Specially 
designed for EJMA_ standard 
joinery—and constructed to give 
ample clearance room to clean 
outside of windows from within. 
Simple fitting on bench—no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 
Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 


Old Oak Common Lane 
Willesden ” W.W.18 
Telephene - - - Elgar 4802 





Stafford.—i4 houses, for R.D.C. C. M. Coombs 
(F.), County-bldgs., Stafford: *#C. K. Coxhill, 
Sherwood, Lillieshall, Newport, Salop, £4,600 (4) 














HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











Boyle’s -si-eump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE, 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON: 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Emergency Address Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 
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